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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ARCHITECTURE as shown in the R.A. Summer Exhibition 
displays “a general absence of inspiration,” according to our 
critic. p. 648 

REFERENCE TO A RESOLUTION that, if Government and 
industry cannot provide the high housing standards desirable 
at a price in rents or purchase which the people can pay, then 
ingenuity and reconsideration should be brought to bear on the 
matter so that more families can be given decent shelter and 
minimum facilities for the same expenditure, is made in a 
letter from Mrs. Pleydell-Bouverie. The resolution was passed 
by the Housing Standing Committee of the International 
Council of Women. p. 660 


“ THOSE who are already convinced of the necessity of planning 
should use the presentation of the development plans this year 
as an opportunity of creating greater public interest in the 
planning of the future,” said the Archbishop of York, president 
of the Town and Country Planning Association when he 
addressed the association’s annual meeting which was held 
recently in London, p. 663 


RECOMMENDATIONS on the housing needs of special groups 
in the community such as old people, single persons and the 
disabled have been made in a report which has been sent by 
the Minister of Local Government and Planning to all housing 
authorities in England and Wales in the form of a supplement 
to the Housing Manual, 1949. p. 667 


A WAITING LIST of nearly 200,000 London families, over 
62,000 being in the “‘ Urgent’? category (i.e., suffzring from 
overcrowding and ill-health, such as infectious tuberculosis) 
was disclosed in a report to the London County Councilon 
Tuesday. p. 668 


A STATEMENT on the development proposals for London 
Airport records that by about 1960 it will be expanded to 
/andle 3,000,000 passengers annually. p. 671 


ae rng eel 
AN URGENT CALL to the builders of London to mark the 
opening of the Festival of Britain by dedicating themselves 
afresh to the service of their industry, with particular emphasis 
on the recruitment of apprentices, was given by Mr. Dudley F 
Cox, president of the L.M.B.A., in a speech at a recent luncheon 
of the South-Eastern Area at Bromley. p. 672 


“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


PLANNING, 1943-51 


= TOWN and Country Planning, 1943-1951,” recently pub- 

lished by the Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning,* gives an account of the work of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning during the years from February 4, 1943, 
when it was established, to January 30, 1951, when it was 
merged in the Ministry of Local Government and Planning. 
It is made clear that the legislation passed during these years, 
beginning with the Act which set up the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning, in 1943, including the New Towns 
Act, 1946, and ending with the National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act, 1949, was largely based on the recommenda- 
tions of the Barlow, Scott, and Uthwatt Reports. 


The unexceptional object of this legislation has been to secure 
that every one of the limited number of acres in England and 
Wales should be used aright. The Minister in charge of the 
machine now gives an account of his stewardship in a document 
which every student of planning will find brimful of interest. 


Recently there has been much controversy as to the alleged 
inadequacy of the £300,000,000 fund for compensation and the 
iniquity of a hundred per cent. development charge. These 
are, however, financial rather than planning issues, and the 
financial cause for lack of achievement in such matters as recon- 
structing our blitzed or blighted towns must be largely attributed 
to the Government’s restrictions on capital investment. 


Within the abnormal limits of finance and restrictions on the 
use of building labour and materials, what has been achieved ? 
The method of the report is to survey the development of 
planning legislation, describe the present organisation, including 
the set-up of the Ministry itself, and isolate the major planning 
problems of each of the twelve Regions of England, and of 
Wales. Greater London is then given a chapter to itself. Finally 
each of the following planning problems of national importance 
is discussed : Major competitors for land, minerals, new 
towns, amenity, national parks and access to the countryside, 
and technical work. 


Two main points emerge, namely, the complexity of the 
problems to be solved and the necessity for their solution in the 
interest of national prosperity and well-being. Although the 
preparation of development plans is the responsibility of the 
Local Planning Authorities, and the development corporations 
are responsible for the creation of new towns, the Minister is 
responsible for national policy with respect to the use and de- 
velopment of land and has to approve the development plans 
prepared by the Local Planning Authorities. Also he is the 
ultimate arbiter with reference to most disputes. 


These are immense responsibilities and although parts of the 
statement, such as the gaps in regional planning, are open to 
criticism the picture is on the whole reassuring, although the 
hand of the Treasury is hard in denying capital for reconstruction 
and limiting the purchase of land by New Town Corporations to 
penny numbers. These hampering financial restrictions are 
unfortunate and the wisdom of some of them open io challenge. 
It is therefore all the more important that the controversial 
measures relating to compensation and betterment should be 
mitigated so that essential planning can have the cordial backing 
of all informed public opinion. 


*“ Town and Country Planning, 1943-1951.’’ Stationery Office, Ss. net. (A 
summary of the Report is on page 665.) 
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Seen above is a night view looking across the Thames to the illuminated South 


Bank below Hungerford Bridge. A review of the exhibition, by Colin St. Clair Oakes, M.B.E., R.S., F.R.LB.A., will appear next 
week. A special issue on the Royal Festival Hall will appear on May 25 


NOTES anp NEWS 


The Festival Hall Opens... 

is unlikely that anyone who had the 
good fortune to be present at the 
opening of the Royal Festival Hall on May 3 
will forget a thrilling, exciting and moving 


[ 


occasion. For most of those present it was 
their first experience of visiting the build- 
ing by night, and the quality of imagination 
that has been used in the design and light- 
ing of the entrances, foyers, staircases and 
restaurants no less than in the concert hall 
itself was very evident. A minimum inter- 
ruption of the ambulatory space by stan- 
chions, the open staircases, the views 
towards the river and elsewhere, and the use 
of glass as internal screens conspired 
together to create internally a lucency and 
sense of physical freedom which in their 
turn effected exhilaration of the spirit. 
Previously we have stated that this is a 
building of which Londoners are going to be 
proud; we see no reason to vary this view. 
Mr. Robert Matthew, with his lieutenants 
Dr. Martin, Mr. Edwin Williams and Mr. 
Peter Moro, may well be proud of their 
work, as may also the builders, Messrs. 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, whose 
achievement in carrying the work through 
is beyond all praise. We shall have more 
to say about this in a later issue. 


The scene in the hall itself, before the 


arrival of the Royal Party, was brilliant and 
colourful. The sober décor of the hall itself 
formed an admirable background for the 
women’s dresses and the scarlet of the choirs 
of the Royal Chapels which reinforced those 
of Westminster and St. Paul’s. These struck 
a curious medizval note, not lessened by the 
costume of six State trumpeters of the Royal 
Horse Guards. The scene, when the King 
and Queen with their daughters and the 
Duke of Edinburgh entered the Royal Box, 
and the whole audience, choirs‘and orchestra 
rose and sang the National Anthem, was 
unforgettable. On the choice of music. 
others more competent have commented, 
but at least it provided a wide test of the 
acoustic qualities of the hall. It seems that 
these have not given uniform satisfaction 
and will, no doubt, receive further atten- 
tion. The long-legged among us also suf- 
fered some small discomfort and the precise 
control of the plenum plant requires further 
investigation. But these are small matters 
which are not to be mentioned alongside 
the triumph of the architects and designers. 
If there were those among the audience who 
were critical of the design of the building, 
their voices were not heard. A great occa- 
sion,-in short, worthy of a great achieve- 
ment. 


.-. And the South Bank 


THE NEXT Day, in far from Royal 
weather, the King and Queen opened the 


South Bank Exhibition. No greater compli- 
ment can be paid to Hugh Casson and the 
architects, engineers and designers working 
under his direction than to note how the 
flood of criticism which had emanated from 
certain sections of the public and Press has 
suddenly reversed. Certainly, the atten- 
dance figures to date have been most 
encouraging, and this in spite of poor 
weather, and the general tone of Press com- 
ments has been enthusiastic. The exhibits 
were virtually completed by opening date, 
but it has been a rush, and those whose duty 
it is to comment upon and to photograph 
the exhibition have not had the easiest of 
times. The result, as far as we are con- 
cerned, has been to delay publication of 
special articles until next week. 
“Exciting,” “lively,” “stimulating” are 
the epithets most in use, with “ imagina 
tive,” “gay” and “exhilarating” running 
them close. It is interesting to note how both 
the design and the appreciation of exhibi- 
tions have gone forward since Wembley, 
though not so far since the Glasgow Empire 
Exhibition of 1938, which for cohesion of 
design and layout still stands unsurpassed. 
That the South Bank has caught | the 
imagination and captured the hearts of the 
lay critics is already clear. Writing m 
The Sunday Times, Mr. Raymond Mortimer 
has well expressed what others will feel: 
“Only a curmudgeon,” he says, “could 
visit the South Bank without excitement 
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and pride. It is all such fun; and the feel- 
ing of enterprise, of enthusiasm, is infec- 
tious. .. We may be bankrupt of money; we 
may, like the rest of the world, be on the 
way to bankruptcy in the fine arts; we are 
not—this at any rate is manifest—we are 
not bankrupt in inventiveness or zest.” And 
there, until next week, we shall leave it. 


Great Exhibition of 1851 

SINCE THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN will 
inevitably be compared with the Great Ex- 
hibition of 1851, the display now to be seen 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum of some 
of the exhibits which featured in that 
historic project of 100 years ago, is par- 
ticularly welcome. 

The display comprises a mixed assortment 
of exhibits which were in the original 
Exhibition and which have been loaned to 
the V. and A. by numerous owners for the 
present showing. Among the objects on 
view are various exhibits lent by H.M. the 
King, including the famous jewel casket 
made for Queen Victoria as well as 
original paintings from Windsor Castle. 
Other exhibits include Prince Albert’s own 
signed season ticket, carpets, engravings, 
fabrics, furniture, gold and _ silversmith’s 
work, jewellery, a grand piano, pottery and 
porcelain, sculpture (including a replica of 
the well-known “Greek Slave” by Hiram 
Powers), Paxton’s original blotting paper 
sketch of the Crystal Palace, a piece of the 
original foundations, contemporary letters 
and diaries, a contemporary model of the ex- 
hibition, and the large official painting by 
H. C. Selous of the opening ceremony. The 
exhibition is open until October 11. 


The Royal Academy Banquet 


IN THE Covent Garden station lift, on 
Wednesday of last week, a chance remark 
made by one average taxpayer to another: 
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should be such a firm favourite (as it must 
be, or the B.B.C. would hardly devote to it 
80 minutes of peak listening time) is not 
easy to say in a word. Mr. Churchill’s 
presence and some lively Presidential 
utterances in past years have something to 
do with it. Other attractions are the occa- 
sional racy asides which the microphone 
picks up, and the fact that Gallery III at 
Burlington House has excellent acoustic 
qualities which invests the broadcast with 
reality. The biggest draw, however, we 
suspect to be a genuine interest in good 
oratory, and it was just this quality which 
was largely absent on the present occasion. 
Only Lord Samuel and Mr. Somerset 
Maugham came out with credit, the former 
with some provocative digs about the 
pathological nature of much modern art 
which must have got home on the ribs of 
some of those present; and the latter with 
a narrative of the lady from Poona, “who 
knows nothing about art but knows what 
she likes,” which was a little tour de force. 
For the rest, the speaking seemed dull (Mr. 
Churchill was faded out) and _ undistin- 
guished. Does the microphone frighten the 
speakers? If this session is to continue to 
be broadcast, and we trust it may, then we 
must hope that more attention will be paid 
to the content and quality of the speeches; 
opportunity offers here to give a popular 
lead in matters relating to the visual arts 
which at present belongs only to “The 
Critics.” 
Reception for Commonwealth Architects 
THE Councit of the R.I.B.A. had the 
greatest pleasure in welcoming so many 
architect and student visitors from the 
British Commonwealth and the U.S.A. at the 
informal reception given last autumn, and 
they have decided to hold another informal 
reception on the same lines at the R.I.B.A. 
on Tuesday, October 9 next. The Institute has 


“Must listen in to-night; they’re broad- the addresses of a number of visitors from 

casting the speeches from the Royal overseas, but it would be appreciated if any 

Academy,” reminded us that a popular architect who knows the names and 

annual had come round again. Why this addresses of any architects or students from 
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Joseph Paxton’s original blotting paper sketch of the Crystal Palace, now at 
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the British Commonwealth or the U.S.A. 
visiting England would send details to the 
Secretary, R.I.B.A., so that invitations may 
be sent to these visitors. 


L.C.C. Salaries 

IN view of the fact that since 1946, when 
present salaries were fixed, “there have been 
material alterations in the powers and duties 
of local authorities which have directly affec- 
ted the nature and volume of the work of 
chief officers of the Council,” the L.C.C.’s 
General Purposes Committee has’ recom- 
mended an increase in salary of £3,500 to 
£3,800 a year for heads of departments. If 
the recommendation is adopted the Council’s 
architect, chief engineer and director of hous- 
ing and valuer will be among those to benefit. 


Glenrothes Promotion 

GLENROTHES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
has promoted Mr. Leonard Howarth, 
A.R.I.B.A., Depute Chief Architect and 
Planning Officer to the Corporation. 


Lancashire Appointment 

APPLICATIONS are invited by the Lancashire 
County Council from Fellows or Associates 
of the R.I.B.A. for the post of Deputy 
County Architect. Salary £1,700-£75-£2,000 
per annum. Details advertised elsewhere. 


Professional Announcements 

Messrs. W. S. WILLAN and D. A. STEWART, 
F/A.R.I.B.A., announce that they have taken Mr. 
KENNETH Waite, A.R.I.B.A., into partnership and will 
in future practise under the style of Willan, Stewart and 
Waite, from their present addresses at 127, Sandgate- 
road, Folkestone, and 23, Dane John, Canterbury, Kent. 

RALPH L. SNOW AND SANDERS, quantity surveyors, 
announce that they are now practising at 48, Conduit- 
street, Regent-street, W.1, and would be obliged to receive 
manufacturers’ literature. 

Mr. R. F. GALBRAITH, B.Sc., M.I.Struct.E., A.M.1.C.E., 
has resigned his office as a director of Galbraith Bros., 
Ltd., of High Holborn, to give his full attention to his 
practice as chartered civil and structural engineer at 100, 
Queensway, W.2. Tel.: Bayswater 5703. 


COMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, May 15 
THE GAUGE AND TOOL MAKERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
Opening of Gauge and Tool Exhibition. New Hall, 
Elverton-street, Vincent-square, S.W.1. 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 16 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (LONDON BRANCH 
JUNIOR SECTION).—‘‘ The Manufacture and Uses of 
Bricks in the Building Industry,” by Mr. T. G. L. Boxall. 
98, Gloucester-place, W.1. 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 17 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—‘‘* Com- 
parative Tests on Various Types of Bars as Reinforce- 
ment of Concrete Beams,’ by Dr. K. Hajnal-Konyi. 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, May 10, 1851 

THE RoyaL AcADEMy.—On Monday, the 
3rd. instant, the Royal Academy of Arts 
inaugurated its eighty-third annual exhi- 
bition. | More-than-usual anticipation of 
excellence was indulged in for this eventful 
season, when so many foreign visitors were 
expected to arrive among us with inquisitive 
eyes. 

Generally speaking, the gathering of all 
kinds, numbering 1,389 works, may be 
reported as a very good one, being, in pic- 
tures, some considerable advance in quality 
upon previous annual occasions. Sculpture 
appears but scantily represented, and archi- 
tecture, with four Royal Academicians and 
one associate, is not honoured by them with 
a single drawing. The dark-room on the 
ground floor has long been an opprobrium 
to the institution, and the sister art of archi- 


tecture is now located in the despised 
octagon-room ; a locality, however, quite 
good enough for the collection it 
ensnrines. . 
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Drawn by Charles Knight 


ARCHITECTURE AT 


THE BUILDER 





John L. Denman, Architect 


THE R.A. EXHIBITION 


“4 General Absence of Inspiration” 


Reviewed by G. MAXWELL AYLWIN, F.R.LB.A. 


T° enter the Architecture Gallery at Bur- 
lington House is to come into a 
familiar atmosphere of pleasant colour and 
well balanced frames, the hanging of which 
seems to grow in skill and taste year by 





Drawn by Lawrence Wright 





year. This first impression is nothing new 
to one who has been doing this sort of thing 
for many years, and, although it is seasoned 
by a sense of lively anticipation, it bears 
no relation to anything architectural, unless 


PLASHET GROVE SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL, FOR EAST HAM C.B. 
George Whitby, Architect 
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ACKWORTH SCHOOL, YORKSHIRE : PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SCHEME 


indeed to the decorative processes of the 
hanging committee, which is surely based 
upon some architectural sense. As a 
general rule, expectations do find satisfac- 
tion, if they are not too highly flown, and, 
looking back through years pregnant in 
event and achievement, there cannot be re- 
membered any year when there has not been 
a thrill or two, and some moments of deep 
satisfaction to round off this annual pilgrim- 
age to Burlington House. 


But at last that moment has come, for 
there can hardly have been a year with so 
little of genius in evidence, or so much that 
lacks the rich qualities of the master of his 
art. This is no ordinary joining in the cheap 
chorus which makes its annual attack upon 
the Summer Exhibition, but a frank ad- 
mission that we are really running out of 
great English architecture, using the term 
as no measure of size. It is, indeed, a 
solemn and depressing thought from’ which 
we can hardly escape. 

It may well be said that these are not the 
times within which great architecture can 
emerge. We are poor, we lack materials, 
we are frustrated, we are distracted by pre- 
parations for war, yet without the stimulus 
of martial courage. These are excuses to 
which some attention is due, but as we see 
scaffolding at every corner of the country 
and know full well that England is still 
building on a formidable scale, we must be 
fully aware that wherever there is building 
there is opportunity for architecture, regard- 
less of manner and means. 


If we are to accept this -exhibition as 
typical of contemporary architecture, as we 
surely must, we can come to no other con- 
clusion than that the opportunity is being 
lost. There is nothing, even, to shock those 
who dwell in the past. It is the general 
absence of inspiration which strikes the cb- 
server after the first pleasurable impact of 
skilful and colourful draughtsmanship and 
tasteful arrangement has subsided in defer- 
ence to the critical faculty. Where are the 
Masters? Where is the touch of genius 
which should appear in this select display, 
whether dramatically in the major works, 
or more tenderly in the humbler essays 10 
building? 
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So let us give credit where credit is due, 
and salute the draughtsmen who have so 
skilfully made bricks without straw, and 
indeed, with little clay. It is they who have 
provided the greater distinction to the 
Gallery, and whose skill has so embellished 
the walls as to save us from discovery by 
the laymen. 

It is, perhaps, fortunate that one of the 
most attractive drawings has for its subject 
one of the most distinguished works of 
architecture, and this exhibit well merits its 
pride of place opposite the entrance to the 
Gallery. This is No. 1064, a proposed de- 
velopment scheme for Ackworth School, 
Yorkshire. The extent of old and new work 
is clearly shown in a useful diagram, and 
that of the new is limited in extent. What 
is so satisfying in this scheme is the way 
in which the new composes itself so happily 
with the fine old building it enlarges, to 
create one harmonious unity of stone. The 
new classrooms, which screen a forecourt 
to the old facade, are so_ successfully 
handled that they enhance the original archi- 
tecture, while clearly fulfilling their func- 
tion within modern standards. Mr. Charles 
Knight, an artist in his own right, obviously 
delights in Mr. John L. Denman’s scholarly 
work, and his artistry marches happily with 
that of this distinguished architect. 


Mr. Lawrence Wright is another artist 
whose work contributes to the colour and 
interest of the show, and one of his best 
again illustrates a subject of quality, a block 
of maisonettes at Clapham Common, by 
Mr. C. H. James, R.A. There is no more 
difficult architectural problem than to 
express the human beehive with distinction 
and. interest, and this fine block of buildings 
does achieve this with some _ interesting 
massing and sensitive use of the faces of 
the building. (No. 1091.) Mr. Wright’s 
drawing throws up the merits of the scheme 
and reveals the artist’s satisfaction in his 
subject. The view of this same scheme 
from another angle, shown far away in 
a different part of the room (surely this is 
decorative hanging carried to extreme 
lengths?) is not quite so impressive, nor is 
the drawing quite so informative. (No. 
1039.) Nor is the partnership between the 
same architect and artist so successful in 
No. 1067, the Grove Estate, Pinner. 


Mr. P. D, Hepworth has so often delighted 
us with his drawing in many media, and with 
his architecture too, that he has set himself 
a high standard from which to be judged. 
His old skill is evident in his illustration of 
Mr. Vincent Harris’s University College 
scheme at Exeter, which fills the largest 
frame in the room. This is a traditional 
subject which does not entirely satisfy, and 
it is hard to say whether the drawing has 
fallen short of the subject, or whether it 
failed to inspire the draughtsman. (No. 
1047.) The two War Cemeteries, designed 
by Mr. Hepworth in the style he has made 
0) familiar as to become almost stereotyped, 
are still works of quality which he bas 
rendered with his usual taste. (Nos. 1058 
and 1066.) 


One slight little subject, showing a pro- 
posed house in Rhodesia, by Mr. Louis de 
Soissons, A.R.A. (No. 1049), is particularly 
attractive and modest, and it is very nice 
to see our old friend Mr. Cyril Farey and 
his Partners entering into the spirit of this 
little gift to taste and common sense. This 


's one of the things which restore faith in our 
times, and our Sanity. 


There is also an attractive little scheme 
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DESIGN FOR NEW WARDEN’S LODGINGS, MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD 
Raymond Erith, Architect 


which does not shout its merits in the 
market place. It is a group of estate 
cottages in Buckinghamshire, by Mr. Donald 
McMorran, shown in plan, elevation and 
section (No. 1056), nicely handled with a 
touch of the dignity of the mansion to which 
it is doubtless attached, pleasantly self 
explanatory and looking very buildable. 


Bedford Technical College (No. 1059) by 
Professor Richardson and Houfe is a 
noble group of stone and brick buildings 
which well declare themselves in Mr. Houfe’s 
perspective drawing, which, with explana- 
tory key drawings, composes very nicely 
within its frame. Another satisfying subject 
is the Hall of Residence at Reading Uni- 
versity (No. 1044) by Messrs. Easton and 
Howard Robertson. It is a pleasant iink 
between the new approach to architecture, 
and those traditional touches of detail which 
give it pride of birth. Mr. Howard Robert- 
son’s own perspective of the subject is 
strong and expressive. 


Mr. J. D. M. Harvey, who followed 
closely on the heels of Mr. Farey in 
acquiring almost freehold rights at Burling- 
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Drawn by J. Raymond Binns 


ton House, again has several works on view. 
The best of these is also the most modest, 
a Chapel in St. Luke’s, Chelsea, by Mr. 
Michael Tapper. This is a dignified little 
subject, and Mr. Harvey’s drawing exercises 
a restraint well worthy of the subject. His 
other drawings are not all so happy, and 
show signs of restlessness. His experiments 
in material texture become somewhat fussy, 
both in No. 1072 (Flats at Hampstead by 
Mr. Graham Dawbarn), in a modern style, 
and in the contrasting traditional work of 
Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., in the Middle 
Temple. (No. 1080.) 


Much pleasure is given by a traditional 
work by Messrs. Oliver Law and Partners 
(No. 1050), Houses at Maunsel-street, West- 
minster, a type of subject none can handle 


better. Nor has anyone yet illustrated the 
style more successfully than Mr. Cyril 
Farey. 


By way of extreme contrast there is some- 
thing impressive about Mr. George Whitby’s 
Secondary School at East Ham. It is 
evidently a bold experiment in vertical 
building, and it would have been interesting 






WESTMINSTER TECHNICAL COLLEGE : EXTENSION AND ASSEMBLY HALL 
H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, Architect ; 
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and make one wonder whether the manner 
was not too hastily discarded, for these are 
handsome and distinguished buildings. It 
is good to see a drawing by Mr. Terry 
Pledge illustrating this subject very 
successfully. 

Mr. Vincent Harris’s Pace Building, Dur- 
ham University (No. 1055), narrowly escapes 
perfection, and skilfully blends the 
eighteenth-century manner with the Gothic 
vigour which adjoins it. This is yet another 
of Mr. Lawrence Wright’s — successful 
perspectives. 

And that is really all that can be men- 
tioned without either heat or indifference, 
and it sums up to little enough. What can 
we say after this to remove a dreadful sense 
of depression which this exhibition leaves 
behind it? If we could only claim that the 
Academy bears no relation to contemporary 
fact, as so many have been saying for so 
many years, we could simply shrug the 
whole thing away, and go forth in search 
of a more heartening reality. But we know 
well that this annual show does, indeed, dis- 
play a very fair cross section of what the 
architect of the day is really doing, and we 
must accept what we see here as a sign of 
the times. We must thus arrive at the in- 
evitable conclusion that the older men of 
genius are growing very weary, and that if 
there are such men among the young, they 
have yet to show their heads above an in- 
different crowd. 

Still more depressing is the feeling of some 
great vacuum in the artistic make-up of the 
contemporary architect. They and their 
immediate masters have discarded so much, 
and have so little to replace it, whereby to 
infuse the practical problem of building with 
the warm humanity which has marked all 

anays . great architecture. 

Geewn by Lonsence Tenge There must surely be much heart-searching 





NEW GATEHOUSE, WARWICK COURT, GRAY’S INN halite. ste ~ hope : hyp — = de- 
; plorable condition. Will some Crusader yet 
Edward Maufe, R.A., Architect appear to set our architects upon a course? 


to have seen the plans, from which to see 

the “jhow” and the “why.” Whatever 

these may be, the building has a certain a ; 
quality which Mr. Lawrence Wright’s strong os 
drawing fully exploits. (No. 1029.) The Bs 
same artist gets the best out of an impressive 
group of buildings forming a Hostel for Old 
People at Cleethorpes, by Mr. Ronald 
Clarke, which suffers a little from unfor- 
tunate detail. (No. 1061.) But his artistry 
is best displayed in his rendering of war- 
scarred London from St. Paul’s, which is a 
work of considerable studentship as well as 
a skilful work of art. 

The exhibition does not divide itself 
naturally into sections and there is little 
remaining that would stand out above any 
display of a higher standard than this. There 
are some nice flats by Mr. Louis de Soissons 
(No. 1030) drawn by Messrs. Farey, Son 
and Adams; an impressive, but by no means 
masterly Power Station at Fleetwood, by 
Messrs. H. S. Fairhurst and Sons (No. 
1036), well drawn by Mr. Edward Adams; 
a great bridge in Herefordshire by Messrs. 
Ansell and Bailey (No. 1065) which in- 
evitably impresses by its sheer size but 
suffers an irritating contrast in the minor 
pointed arches which flank it; and a charm- 
ing little church by Messrs. Curtis Green, 
Son and Lloyd, at Canterbury (No. 1084). 
modest, unobtrusive and all the more wel- 
come when discovered. 

The traditions of a past generation ex- 
hibit themselves in Mr. Clifford E. Mee’s PROPOSED NEW HOUSES IN MAUNSEL STREET, WESTMINSTER 


Government Offices, Whitehall (No. 1075), Oliver Law and Partners, Architects 








Drawn by Cyril Farey 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY 





THE RIDGEWAY HOTEL, LUSAKA—MODEL 
G. A. Jellicoe, Architect 





Drawn by Lawrence Wright 
BRIDSTOW BRIDGE, ROSS-ON-WYE, HEREFORD: FOR MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
Arthur Bailey (Ansell and Bailey), Architect 
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NEW COURT, CLARE COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, R.A., 
Architect 


Drawn by J. D. M. Harvey 








J \ Seo) 7 ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH, CANTERBURY 
2 W. Curtis Green, R.A., Son and Lloyd, 
"hen vere: i . | Architects 
vl 4 j Drawn by W. Curtis Green, R.A 
i is ‘a 
; - 
] 
a | A. THE FINE ARTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
‘ BLOCK, EXETER AND SOUTH-WEST OF 
the tT ENGLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
tJ E. Vincent Harris, R.A., Architect 





ST. GEORGES CHURCH. “SPRING LANE. CANTERBURY 


Drawn by Philip Hepworth 
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Drawn by Mires Walker 
HEDON PRESTON SCHOOL, EAST YORKSHIRE 
H. A. Johnson and W. Crabtree, Architects 
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Drawa by Lawrence Wright 
QUEEN’S COLLEGE, TAUNTON: CLASSROOM BLOCK 
Edward D. Mills, Architect 





Drawn by Lawrence Wright . 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND SECONDARY TECHNICAL SCHOOL, HATFIELD: FOR HERTS. C.C. 
Howard Robertson, A.R.A. (Easton and Robertson), Architect 
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MODEL OF SEA AND SHIPS SECTION, SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION, FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN, 1951 
Basil Spence, Architect 





NEW DEPARTMENT STORE, BROADGATE, COVENTRY 
Rolf Hellberg, Architect 





PROPOSED HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT FOR 
HAMPSTEAD 
BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Graham Dawbarn 
(Norman and Dawbarn) 
Architect 


Drawn by J. D. M. Harvey 
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B.E.A. FLEETWOOD 
GENERATING 
STATION 


Harry S. Fairhurst, 
Architect 


Drawn by Edward Adams 


THE GROVE ESTATE, 
PINNER: BIRD’S EYE 
VIEW FROM NORTH- 
WEST 
C. H. James, R.A., 
Architect 


Drawn by Lawrence Wright 
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Drawn by Donald H. McMorran 
GROUP OF ESTATE COTTAGES, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
Donald H. McMorran, Architect 
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Drawn by Edward Maufe 


NEW BUILDING FOR ALL SOULS COLLEGE, OXFORD 
Edward Maufe, R.A., Architect 





Drawn by Ian Baker 
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Drawn by E. A. S. Houfe 
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MANRESA COLLEGE ROEHAM PTO 





NEW EXTENSION, MANRESA COLLEGE, ROEHAMPTON 
iDavid Stokes, Architect 


NEW TECHNIC AI fC OLEE ES * BEDFORD 
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THE NEW TECHNICAL COLLEGE, BEDFORD 
Professor A. E. Richardson, R.A., Architect 
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ARCHITECTS 


On this page are 
two views of the 
new front. In the 
lower picture can 
be seen the restored 
mullioned sash 
windows’ on_ the 
first floor 
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SEC TIC we ELEVATION 10 







LeCkWRY 





Sli old"shopfront of this fine old eighteenth- 

century house was originally a costumier’s 
shop, and the windows were entirely unsuitable 
for the display of the present firm. The new 
shopfront was designed to suit the trade and 
the character of the street. 


An interesting detail in connection with the 
work was the restoration of the mullioned sash 
windows on the first floor, the outer frames of 
which had been covered with a thin layer of 
false brickwork many years ago. The reveals 
were reformed and the full width of the frames 
restored. 


The general contractors were: Messrs. Mar- 
don, Ball and Co., Ltd., of Farnham, and the 
architects were Messrs. Maxwell Aylwin, 
chartered architects, of Farnham. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Housing Policy and Research 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


GIR:—The comments in your leading article 

(“No Housing Policy?”) in your 
issue of April 27 were most timely, and they 
together with your leading article of May 4 
wholly support the discussions and findings 
of the Housing Standing Committee of the 
International Council of Women which met 
in Athens only three weeks ago. This com- 
mittee represents some 31 countries and the 
women who constitute the committee are 
highly qualified to speak for the womenfolk 
of their own countries. 


It may interest your readers to know that 
the committee agreed that something practi- 
cal and immediate must be done to alleviate 
the quite appalling conditions under which 
millions of women, throughout the countries 
represented at the conference, are now striv- 
ing to make a home and bring up their 
children as good citizens. It was unani- 
mously agreed that if Government and in- 
dustry cannot provide the high standards 
which are desirable, at a price which 


people can afford to pay (either in 
rent or purchase), or if in face of 
rearmament sufficient materials cannot 


be allocated for a maximum output, 
then ingenuity and reconsideration should 
be brought to bear on the matter so that 
more families can be given decent shelter 
and minimum facilities for the same expendi- 
ture. In fact, all felt that “half a house is 
better than no house,” and our hostess 
country—Greece—has already shown a 
practical solution by designing and building 
what are called “nucleus houses ”—i.e., the 
beginnings of a house to which additions can 
be made later. 


Your leading article of May 4 supports 
the resolution which was passed unani- 
mously by the full conference of 400 dele- 
gates. This resolution reads:— 


The International Council of Women 
urges the appropriate committees of the 
United Nations to take immediate steps: 


1. To implement the recommendations 
made in the Preliminary Review of the 
European Housing problem not only for 
European, but for all member countries. 


2. To promote an international organi- 
sation of the building industry of the 
United Nations members to work in co- 
operation with the United Nations Social 
and Economic Commissions in order to in- 
crease the interchange of information on 
practice, materials and research in the in- 
ternational building field, so enabling 
member countries more easily to solve 
their housing problems. 


The delegates who spoke in support of this 
resolution pointed out that the formation of 
such a committee would necessitate the set- 
ting up of similar national committees, and 
each nation undertook to see that a copy of 
the resolution was sent to their building in- 
dustry organisations and appropriate Govern- 
ment departments. 


As a further note, I believe I am correct in 
saying that the vice-president of the National 
Association of Home-Builders of the United 
States attempted to set up such an interna- 
tional organisation some four years ago, but 
the response from this country was half- 
hearted and he did not pursue the matter. 


May we hope that now your excellent 
paper has started a drive for research, some- 
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thing national and internationally may be 
done. MILLICENT P. BOUVERIE. 


Convener, Standing Committee on 
Housing, International Council of 
Women. 

Oakfield Lodge, 
Westhumble, Dorking. 


Registered Architects as Builders 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder 


GIR; —I am instructed by my Council to 

draw attention to the position of archi- 
tects who, having ceased to practise their 
profession, are carrying on business as 
builders or as manufacturers or dealers in 
building materials or directors of companies 
engaged in such undertakings. 


Strictly and technically, such persons are 
not infringing the Code of Conduct, Prin- 
ciple VII of which reads as follows:— 


“An architect must not, while prac- 
tising his profession, carry on or engage 
in any operation of trade or business in- 
consistent or out of keeping with the 
fitting and proper discharge of his profes- 
sional duties.” 


It is, however, considered most un- 
desirable that an architect, although not in 
practice, should remain on the Register if 
he intends to embark in any such business 
as referred to above, and the Council fully 
endorse the following extract from a report 
of their Discipline Committee in a recent 
case:— A; 

“The Committee consider it necessary 
to state that it is desirable that any archi- 
tect who intends to embark in business as 
a builder or builder’s merchant should not 
be content merely to refrain from prac- 
tising as an architect but in order to avoid 
misunderstanding should resign from the 
Register—relying on his right under para- 
graph 26 (4) of the Regulations of the 
Council to be readmitted at any time 
should he wish to cease his commercial 
activities and to return to practice as an 
architect. 

“To carry on any such business as 
referred to above while still on the 
Register must inevitably place an archi- 


May 11, 1951 


tect in an equivocal position and make 
him liable to adverse criticism.” 
PEMBROKE WICKS, Registrar, 
Architects’ Registration Council, 
68, Portland-place, W.1. 


Atmosphere in Pubs 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


5 {R,—In your leading article “ Good ang 
Bad ” in your issue of April 6, you Say 
“In the design of pubs, the cry of the 
zsthetes is ‘ Back to the Victorians’.” Yoy 
go on to describe faithfully, if devastatingly 
the Victorian town pub interior. 

I may be quite wrong, but what seems to 
be implied is that the ordinary pub-goers 
(most of whom, even nowadays, belong to 
the class still known as “ working ’’) dislike 
the paraphernalia you describe and yearn for 
the new, clean, functional “ post-office-cum- 
clinic” style of plainness. By implication, 
too, there would seem to be some designer 
(presumably long-haired, non-“ working ”- 
class esthetes in duffle coats and coloured 
pullovers) who seek to re-create such Vic. 
torian interiors as you mordantly describe, 


If this is so (but I have yet to see sucha 
neo-Victorian pub), I agree that it is as repre- 
hensible a trend as the’ prevalence between 
the wars of modern “ Tudoresque.” 

The trend in architecture to-day seems to 
be to stress the purely functional aspect of 
a building. In relation to pubs, this so often 
means only the “ functions” of storing, sell- 
ing and drinking liquor. | What is so often 
forgotten is that a pub’s “ function ” should 
also include friendliness, cosiness, hospitality 
and gaiety. A building that at first sight 
might be taken for a post office or a police 
station, or looks like an American drug 
store, has none of these attributes which do, 
however, exist in so many pubs that have 
a riot of carved mahogany and engraved 
mirrors. 

By all means do not make spurious copies 
and hope to achieve an atmosphere by artifi- 
cial means, but please do not sweep away 
the few pubs left that genuinely still retain 
the atmosphere and décor of eras and cen- 


turies now past JOHN CODRINGTON. 
22, Eaton Mews South, S.W.1. 





Drawn by Cyril Farey and Adams 





Shown in the R.A. Exhibition, 195! 
PROPOSED HOUSE IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
Louis de Soissons A.R.A., Architect 
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Russian Bricklaying Claims 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder 


C\IR—To excuse, as does your correspon- 
S dent Mr. Douglas Smith, the Russian 
failure to erect the Palace of the Soviets by 
stating that the great destruction in the last 
war has drawn off the labour to reconstruc- 
tion is utterly absurd, as the Russians com- 
menced what Mr. Smith very rightly calls 
“this monstrosity ” about five years before 
the war began. 

The admitted “ slowness ” in erecting this 
building, makes it rather difficult to believe 
the claims that Russian men and women 
bricklayers lay from ten to fifteen thousand 
bricks per day, winter and summer. With 
bricklayers working at this rate, and other 
trades correspondingly “ pepped up,” surely 
such a building should have been built and 
occupied in two years at the outside (as 
would have happened in “capitalist” 
America). 

With further reference to my letter in your 
issue of April 20, may I say that there is 
one story that all these visitors behind 
the Iron Curtain agree upon; and that is that 
the Russians are destroying the building 
crafts as we know them, by splitting each one 
up into a number of soulless robot-like 
operations, each carried out by a different 
person. 

Professor Bernal also tells us that a 
“scaffold” is never used now in Russian 
building. This I can well believe, as the 
very word must ‘send a cold shiver down the 
backs of the “‘ thirteen frightened men in the 
Kremlia.” SIDNEY LOWETH. 

Bearsted, Kent. 


Reinstatement of Fire Damage 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


GIR,—Clause 15 (b) A of the Standard 
Form of Building Contract, under 
which a building contractor insures build- 
ings in course of construction against fire, 
states that “the contractor shall not be 
entitled to any payment in respect of the 
rebuilding or repair of the works or the 
replacement or repair of the materials or 
goods destroyed or injured other than the 
moneys received under the said policies. 

Should a building nearing completion be 
so damaged by fire as to necessitate com- 
plete demolition and reconstruction, with 
the present rising markets the contractor 
may be faced with a very serious loss, as the 
cost of the work would, without doubt, ex- 
ceed the amount of the original contract 
sum by a considerable percentage, and under 
present conditions this percentage cannot be 
toreseen with any certainty. The con- 
tractor should always insist that a demoli- 
tion and clearing away clause is inserted in 
all contract fire policies. and valuations 
carefully watched, and insurance cover in- 
creased when it is evident that the contract 
sum will be exceeded. These precautions, 
however, still do not cover the unknown 
percentage increase in the case of fire 
damage. 

After a considerable amount of discussion 
with a.number of insurance companies and 
brokers, I have now succeeded in getting a 
new policy written for my own firm that 
covers this risk in its entirety and relieves 
the contractor of any possible loss, and if 
any of your readers would like to take ad- 
vantage of it, I shall be pleased to put them 
* direct touch with the insurance company 

neerned if they will communicate with 
me, 

is ” D. H. CHRISTMAS. 

23, Oxford Court. 

Queen’s-drive, W.3. 
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LUSAKA 


Mr. G. A. Jellicoe’s Talk at the 
Housing Centre 


How Lusaka, the new capital of Northern 

Rhodesia, is being planned was de- 
scribed at the Housing Centre recently 
by Mr. G. A.  JELLICOE, F.R.1LB.A., 
M.T.P.I., F.1.L.A., upon his return from a 
visit to that city. 

Mr. Jellicoe explained that the original 
capital of the country was Livingstone, but 
it was found to be unsuitable, chiefly because 
it was situated in the extreme south of the 
colony whereas the wealth of the country 
was almost entirely concentrated in the 
north, where the copper belt was. In 1930 
Professor Adshead was invited by the 
Northern Rhodesia Government to plan a 
new capital. He chose the site of Lusaka, 
about 300 miles north of Livingstone. The 
present plan was largely based on his origi- 
nal one, which was of the “ grid-iron” 
pattern. 

One of the novel features of the plan 
was that the shopping centre was one mile 
from the nearest part of the residential area 
and five miles from some of the houses in 
the city. Probably no other city in the 
world had been developed with this feature. 

Another outstanding point was that the 
ecological plan of Lusaka was probably 
more important than the purely physical 
one. It was the problem of the relationship 
of the Europeans to the natives. The esti- 
mated population was about 25,000 white 
people to 100,000 natives. It was neces- 
sary to sort out the relationship between 
the two before you started. on the physical 
planning of the city. There were two ex- 
tremes of opinion with regard to this prob- 
lem. One view was that you should have 
a “white” town and a “native” town and 
keep the two apart. The other extreme 
opinion was that there should be complete 
equality between the white people and the 
natives in regard to living locations and 
that the two races should be planned for 
together. 


Parallel Developments 


The line that he had taken, said Mr. 
Jellicoe, after careful consideration (and he 
believed it was the one taken by Sir Godfrey 
Huggins in Southern Rhodesia to a certain 
extent) was that you should accept parallel 
development of the white man and the 
native. In adopting this plan you had to 
accept the fact that the native was less 
mature than the white man at the moment. 
The arrival of the white man had rather 
thrown the native out of balance with his 
environment, with which he had hitherto 
been in tune. Today it was necessary to 
adjust things so that the native would 
arrive at his proper relationship with his 
changed environment. 


After explaining that the site consisted 
largely of an oolitic plain fringed on the 
north by hills, Mr. Jellicoe said that the 
first stage in the plan was to site the resi- 
dential areas on good land. The planners 
had endeavoured to get a variety of choice 
of land between the native and the white 
man. This entailed breaking up the popu- 
lation into neighbourhood units of about 
10,000 people each. White neighbourhood 
units were largely interlocked with native 
ones. It had been so arranged that each 
white family had half an acre of land. 
That meant that you had to spread out the 
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city and services became expensive. It also 
meant that a car was absolutely essential 
to the white man there. 


On the other hand, the native population 
must be within easy cycling distance of their 
work. The recent introduction of the bicycle 
to the native population (it was astonishing 
how the natives managed to afford magni- 
ficent, glittering machines) had entirely 
changed the planning of the place. There 
had to be not more than three miles be- 
tween the natives’ residential areas and their 
place of employment. 

There were central areas and industria: 
areas which were served by the native hous- 
ing areas already in being, with new hous- 
ing areas coming along. There was also 
a certain amount of open type development 
for natives who could be called upon to 
work in adjacent, more built-up, areas. A 
large proportion of the natives were in 
domestic service with the white population. 
But when the industries of Lusaka grew the 
male natives would probably be more 
attracted into them and the native women 
would be called upon to take a much 
greater part in the domestic life of the city 
than they did at present. 


Referring to details of the city, Mr. 
Jellicoe said that one of the most interest- 
ing things was that the new town centre was 
started on a piece of entirely vacant land. 
There was a green belt running round the 
north of the city. This was a necessity, 
because sport played a tremendous part in 
the life of the population, there being no 
other facilities for amusement and recrea- 
tion for hundreds of miles. Tree planting 
had been started, both to prevent soil ero- 
sion (especially in torrential rain) and to 
provide protection against the glare which 
white people, at any rate, found so trouble- 
some to the eyes. Some of the nicest houses 
in Lusaka were of one storey and almost 
hidden by trees. “Toned” glass was used 
in some of the buildings—on the airport, 
for instance—to combat this glare. 

Some of the city’s water supply came from 
boreholes, but the greater part was taken 
from a river thirty miles away. In the 
city an illusion that water was plentiful 
was created by constructing many fountains, 
mostly inter-connected, with the same water 
continually circulating. 


The biggest battle going on in Lusaka, 
however, was the battle between the white 
man and the ants. This was really a struggle 
for possession and was being fought in one 
of the largest areas in the world. 


_ With regard to native housing, Mr. Jel- 
licoe said the Northern Rhodesia Govern- 
ment was carrying out a large-scale scheme 
for building houses in different parts of the 
colony, at about £130 to £140 per house. 
Sites were reserved and one in five of them 
left vacant, so that as the natives’ standard 
of living rese they could afford a better- 
class house on the vacant site than the £130 
type. The native who got on had the power 
to better himself in housing. 


March Housing Returns 


The housing progress reports presented 
to Parliament on Tuesday show that the 
number of permanent houses completed in 
Great Britain during March was 16,757, 
compared with 13,984 in February and 
13,150 in January. The total number of 
houses completed under the post-war pro- 
gramme is now 1,022,555 (865,409 perma- 
nent and 157,146 temporary). 
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SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 
R.LB.A. 


Building Surveyors’ Examination 

AT THE R.I.B.A. EXAMINATION for the 
Office of Building Surveyor under Local 
Authorities held on April 25, 26 and 27, 1951, 
11 candidates presented themselves and the 
following were successful :— Mr. Gordon 
J. Gill, Mr. Dennis A. Goldstone, Mr. 
Harold W. Haynes, Mr. James T. Midgley, 
Mr. Gilbert Tattersall and Mr. Jack 
Whitehead. 


Maintenance Scholarships in Architecture 
THE Royal Institute of British Architects 
are offering for award in July, four Houston 
Maintenance Scholarships of a maximum 
value of £125 per annum each. The scholar- 
ship are tenable from October 1 next, and 
are available for any stage of training at a 
recognised school of architecture and are 
awarded in the first instance for one year. 
They are renewable from year to year. 

The scholarships are intended to enable 
promising students, whose parents. or 
guardians have not the necessary means, to 
attend approved courses at the schools of 
architecture recognised for exemption 
from the R.I.B.A. examinations. Students 
already taking such a course are also eligible 
to apply for a scholarship. The scholarships 
are available only for students who are 
British subjects by birth or naturalisation. 

Applications for the scholarships must be 
made to the Secretary to the Board of 
Architectural Education, R.I.B.A., 66, Port- 
land-place, London, W.1. The closing date 
for the receipt of applications, duly com- 
pleted, is June 29 next, and the award will 
be made towards the end of July. 


Architects’ Benevolent Society 
Annual General Meeting 


MovinG the adoption of the annual 
report at the annual general meeting 
of the Architects’ Benevolent Society, held 
at the R.I.B.A. on May 2, Mr. A. GRAHAM 
HENDERSON, A.R.S.A., president of the 
R.I.B.A., who was re-elected president, said 
that the report ended the story of the first 
hundred years of the Society. From its 
small beginning it had grown in size and 
usefulness, and could, he thought, be con- 
gratulated on its century of charitable work. 

“But, after a very brief pause to look 
back on past achievements, it is right that 
we should look forward to our next hundred 
years, and use the experience gained in the 
past, the better to help those who are in 
distress,” Mr. Graham Henderson continued. 

““We have realised that one of the most 
urgent needs of most of those who turn to 
us for help is a home where they can live 
simply and securely, and as independently as 
possible. We have therefore launched our 
Centenary Appeal Fund for £50,000 to pro- 
vide these homes, and I am glad that such 
a good response has been received so far. 
I hope the contributions will continue to 
come in, in a steadily increasing flood, so 
that we may soon be able to make a start 
on the building of the homes, and bring 
joy to the anxious inquirers among our bene- 
ficiaries who look forward to the peace and 
security of a place of their own. When we 
have received enough money to justify the 
purchase of a site, we hope to hold a compe- 
tition for the design of the homes. 

“In addition to this special fund, however, 
we urgently need more contributions towards 
our general work. Our 16 pensions could 


be increased in number if we could count 
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on a larger reliable income. Our grants 
could be increased also, and so help those 
who have to face the rising cost of living 
with neither strength nor means to add to 
their incomes in the evening of their lives. 

“We also have a _ special fund—the 
Leonard Solomon Memorial Fund—for 
helping the children of architects or their 
assistants to receive education and training. 
For those children who have lost a parent, 
we have found that a boarding school educa- 
tion provides discipline and training which 
they are not able to have while at home, 
and it also gives the mother a chance to 
earn. 

“We often have to help to tide over a 
difficult time due to illness, and I am glad 
to say we have had very cheering results in 
many cases, those we have helped being 
able to return to work, their recovery being 
aided by the freedom from anxiety for their 
families which our grants have given. 

“All these ways of helping members of 
this profession and their families when they 
are in need can only be continued if we get 
enough support from the profession, and in 
asking you to approve this report for 1950 
I would like to urge you to bring it to the 
attention of others, so that they may know 
what we do and help us to continue and 
extend it.” 
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Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel and Mr 
Charles Woodward were re-elected Honorary 
Treasurer and Honorary Secretary 
respectively. 


Berks, Bucks and Oxon A.A, 


ABouT 120 members and guests attended 
a luncheon of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Architectural Association at the Bull Hotel, 
Gerrards Cross, on April 28. They were 
received by Mr. J. L. Denman, vice-president, 
R.I.B.A., Mr. T. Talfourd Cumming, pres- 
dent of the Association, and Mr. F. A.C 
Maunder, president-elect, and Mrs. Maunder, 
Other principal guests included Mr. C, DP. 
Spragg, secretary, R.I.B.A., Miss B. Solly, 
secretary, Architects’ Benevolent Society, and 
Major F. R. Law, vice-chairman, Bucks 
Standing Joint Committee. 

Mr. Maunder addressed the gathering and 
Mr. Denman replied to the toast of “ The 
R.I.B.A.” which was proposed by Mr. R. G, 
Brocklehurst. Mr. Spragg proposed the 
toast of “The Association,” to which Mr. 
Talfourd Cumming responded. The toast of 
“The Guests” was proposed by Mr, 
Desmond Hall, vice-chairman elect of the 
Buckinghamshire Society of Architects, and 
Miss Solly replied. After lunch the party 
split up into two and went on a tour of 
modern schools and Eton College. 





SCULPTURE IN BATTERSEA PARK 
An International Exhibition 


PrOR a people who are commonly charged 
with indifference towards the fine arts 
we seem to take a remarkable interest in 
sculpture. The Great Exhibition of 1851 
had a notable display of it, and when the 
Crystal Palace was re-erected at Sydenham 
in 1854 it was filled with plaster casts (over 
550) of “the most celebrated works of 
sculpture . . . from the time of the ancient 
Egyptians down to modern days”—a 
monument, until it all perished in the fire 
of 1936, to the persevering activities of Owen 
Jones and Digby Wyatt. To-day we take 
our sculpture in smaller doses and we prefer 
original works to plaster reproductions. The 
South Bank Exhibition is itself enhanced by 
a sprinkling of specially commissioned con- 
temporary works, while at Battersea Park 
there is now on view an international ex- 
hibition of sculpture, organised by the 
London County Council in association with 
the Arts Council. It was opened last 
Monday by the Duchess of Kent. It will 
be recalled that an international exhibition 
of sculpture was held in the park in 1948, 
and its success inspired similar exhibitions 
elsewhere, notably in Glasgow and in several 
European countries. . 

Sculpture is seen to great advantage in 
the open air, and no better setting could 
be imagined than this of Battersea, one of 
the most beautiful and varied as it is one 
of the least-known of London parks. The 
enclosure containing the exhibition embraces 
lawns, mounds, flower beds, and winding 
paths, set amid a girdle of trees and shrubs, 
now in springtime leaf and flower, through 
which glimpses are caught of. the lake 
near by. The exhibition does not reveal 
itself at a glance but by degrees; and as the 
visitor moves around, new and enchanting 
vistas constantly open up. 

The exhibition covers roughly the work of 
three generations and effectively shows the 
changes of outlook on the character and 
purpose of sculpture during that period. It 
ranges in scope, through many gradations, 
from the academic representational to the 
abstract, and includes even a display of 
“ mobiles” gently turning and swaying in 
the breeze. There are in all fewer than 
50 pieces, yet they offer an extraordinary 


variety of interest, of aim and technique. 
Continental giants of the more recent past 
like Rodin, Meunier, Maillol and Bour- 
delle are well represented by characteristic 
works, and looking at these one wonders 
whether sculpture has really made any 
progress since. Those who remember when 
Rodin was regarded as a revolutionary need 
only look at the bronze and iron abstract 
oddities of Henry Moore and Reg Butler to 
realise how comparatively conventional he 
was, and how wide and deep the gulf is 
between the two conceptions of sculptural 
art. Epstein, too, here represented by his 
much-swathed “Lazarus” with backward- 
looking head, is a realist compared with, 
say, Barbara Hepworth—who shows a 
strange, carved stone abstract called 
“ Biolith”’—or with McWilliam, whose 
ponderous monoliths, carved in the shape 
of grotesque noses and eyes, remind one 
irresistibly of the absurd drawings with 
which Gilbert illustrated his “ Bab Ballads.” 
Of oddity and eccentricity, which may amuse 
or repel according to the disposition of the 
visitor, there is perhaps more than enough 
in this exhibition; but fortunately, as it will 
seem to those who are not attracted by 
abstract art of the more remote or 
grotesque kind, there is also a fine display 
of representational or semi-representational 
work which abjures mere convention, but 
gratifies the eye. 

In a brief note only a few of these can 
be mentioned — for example: Kolbe’s 
“ Pieta,” a work of grace and power; Hardi- 
man’s “ Night,” an expressive female figure, 
perfectly poised; Dobson’s “ Woman with 
Fish” (concrete), a trifle heavy but with good 
contrasting contours; Ledward’s “ Caryatid 


Figures,” a dignified group; Pompon’s 
“Stag,” a vigorous study; Skeapings 
“Torso,” a subtle piece of carving in 


granite; Wheeler’s bronze “ Adam,” a fine 


work in the academic manner; Vogel's 
“Klare,” another good work of the 
academic _ kind. The more attractive 


“ abstracts” include Pevsner’s “Column of 
Victory,” and Archambault’s “Iron Bird, 
a study in welded steel plates. A stimulating 


exhibition that well repays a visit. 
G. J. HowLine. 
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1951: A YEAR OF DECISION IN PLANNING 


Archbishop of York’s Address at the Annual Meeting of the 
Town and Country Planning Association 


HE importance of decisions taken this 
year when development plans will be 
presented which may affect the way of life 
of millions of this and the succeeding gene- 
ration, was emphasised by the Archbishop 
of York, President of the Town and Country 
Planning Association, at the association’s 
annual meeting in London on April 26. At 
the moment, planning was in the shadows, 
and he was not prepared to deny that some 
of the criticisms on the administration of 
the planning Acts had been justified. 
Planners should be ready to recognise diffi- 
culties, and to support amendments, pro- 
yided they did not nullify the chief purpose 
of the Acts. The Archbishop continued:— 


This is a suitable occasion to remind our- 
selves once again of the main purpose of all 
town and country planning. Our aim is 
to improve the living conditions of those 
who are now in our cities. The high density 
of housing in the centre of great towns can- 
not ‘be reduced unless accommodation is 
found for those whom it is proposed to 
move elsewhere; if there is merely a move- 
ment outwards, without any planning, it 
would mean a great expansion of the 
suburbs, which would place the worker still 
further from his work, and necessitate long 
journeys to and from it every day; and at 
the same time the townsman would be 
separated still further from the country 
through an ever-widening belt of suburbs 
and housing estates. But if those who are 
removed from the denser parts of the town 
are to be housed satisfactorily elsewhere, 
the countryside cannot be left out of con- 
sideration. We do not want new houses to 
be set down haphazardly in rural areas spoil- 
ing both their beauty and land which should 
be used for the production of food. 


The Planner’s Aims 


The planner, therefore, aims at reducing 
the slums and overcrowding in the centre 
of the towns, for the housing problem still 
remains a grave menace to the health and 
happiness of the people. It is one of the 
most urgent of our national problems and is 
still far from solution. Excess population 
from the towns should be moved to well- 
planned housing estates or to new towns 
which are communities and not merely a 
conglomeration of houses. If this is to be 
done intelligently, there must be planning. 
The alternative is to return to the older 
system by which houses were built by pri- 
vate speculators in any place where land 
could be obtained cheaply. 


We recognise that the rebuilding of vast 
areas of the older cities and towns will take 
a long time. But, unless redevelopment at 
the very outset is undertaken in accordance 
with a well-thought-out plan, it will repro- 
duce in new surroundings the overcrowding 
and discomfort which are a bad feature of 
so many of the existing towns. To reduce 
the density of existing towns, accommoda- 
tion must be found in the country. The 
Planner dreads both the expansion of the 
towns in the form of ribbon development, 
When the roads with houses built on each 
side stretch forth from the town like the 
long tentacles of an octopus, and also the 
springing up of great groups of . houses 
Which have no relation to the work of those 


who are expected to live in them, and with 
no regard to the suitability of the country- 
side in which they are built. We cannot 
say too often or too plainly that the planner 
stands for intelligent foresight so that the 
people may have pleasant homes within easy 
access both of the country and of their 
work, with recreation grounds and open 
spaces close at hand, and with all the con- 
ditions which make for a healthy and happy 
community life. This is our ideal, and ex- 
perience shows that without planning it can- 
not be realised. 


Insufficient Public Support 


These ideals will not be realised without 
a much larger amount of public support 
than they receive at present. There is not 
only opposition to them, but there is wide- 
spread indifference. There is often hesita- 
tion on the part of the authorities of the 
congested cities, lest they should lose some 
of their population, and with it some 
prestige and rates. There is still a foolish 
delusion that the greatness of a city may 
depend upon its size. Ancient Athens and 
Jerusalem and medieval Florence would 
have been regarded with some contempt as 
cities of a small population. Opposition 
also comes from rural authorities who are 
naturally afraid that the beauty and attrac- 
tiveness of the country may be ruined by 
invasion from the town. Both these ten- 
dencies result in a demand that redevelop- 
ment should be within the cities, and that 
no attempt should be made to create new 
cities beyond the boundaries of those which 
are already in existence. But if this 
Opposition is successful it will mean that 
overcrowding will still continue, and that in 
future new slums in new districts will spring 
up to replace those now abolished. 


This year development plans will decide 
the sort of homes the citizen of the future 
will have, the distance of those homes from 
his work; they will decide whether green 
belts will be maintained, so that there may 
be easy access to the country; and the 
places to be occupied by churches, schools, 
shops and places of recreation. These 
plans will affect us all, but they will 
not appear as final decisions; they can 
be altered as the result of criticisms 
and suggestions. Those who are already 
convinced of the necessity of planning 
should use the presentation of these plans as 
an opportunity of creating greater public 
interest in the planning of the future. 


The Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation should educate public opinion to 
take the necessary interest. It is already 
doing good work in this way. It can do 
even greater work in the immediate future. 
Decisions made this and next year may 
affect for generations to come the health 
and happiness of ourselves and our fellow 
citizens, and still more the lives of those 
who will come after us. 


The Ministry of Works: Appointments 


The Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. 
George Brown, M.P., has appointed Mr. 
A. W. Cunliffe, M.B.E., as his Principal 
Private Secretary, and Mr. K. P. Leary as 
Assistant Private Secretary. 
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Robert S. Weir 


We regret to record the death, on April 
29, of Mr. Robert Schultz Weir at the age 
of 90. Mr. Weir began his architectural 
education by being trained at Edinburgh 
under Sir. R. Rowand Anderson, and he 
subsequently worked in London under R. 
Norman Shaw, R.A., and Ernest George 
and Peto. His special studies were Byzan- 
tine architecture and iconography. He 
commenced practice in 1891. 


Mr. Weir was a Royal Academy Gold 
Medallist and Travelling Student in 1887-8. 
He was the author (with S. H. Barnsley) of 
* Byzantine Architecture in Greece: The 
Monastery of St. Luke of Stiris ”; wrote the 
architectural section of “Excavations at 
Megalopolis”; and contributed to The 
Builder and other publications. 


His ecclesiastical works included Khar- 
toum Cathedral; St. Andrew’s Chapel in 
Westminster Cathedral; Woolmer Green 
Church, Herts; domestic chapels at St. 
John’s Lodge, Regent’s Park; House of 
Falkland, Fife; Dumfries House, Ayrshire, 
etc. Domestic works included Pickenham 
Hall, Norfolk; How Green, Kent; additions 
to Tylney Hall, Hants; and Holloway Sana- 
torium, Virginia Water. Mr. Weir also 
undertook restoration work at a number of 
historic houses. General work is represented 
by University Settlement Buildings, Cardiff; 
Sanatorium, Canford Cliffs, Bournemouth; 
Village Hall, Shorne, Kent; and _ the 
R.A.M.C, South African War Memorial, 
Aldershot, etc. Mr. Weir was a Past Master 
of the Art Workers’ Guild. 


James Glen Sivewright Gibson, F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to announce the death recently 
of Mr. James Glen Sivewright Gibson, 
F.R.I.B.A., at the age of 90, at the end of 
a long career of exceptional ability. 


_ Mr. H. V. Lanchester writes: After train- 
ing in Dundee Mr. Gibson came to London 
in the early ’80s.and worked for a time in 
the office of Mr. T. E. Collcutt. Shortly 
after starting in practice he joined S. B. 
Russell in a number of competitions in 
which they were successful in securing first 
place for an L.C.C. lodging house for men, 
1891; the County Offices for Yorkshire West 
Riding at Wakefield, 1893; West Ham Tech- 
nical School, 1895; and took second place 
in the North Bridge Scheme, Edinburgh, 
1896; and the Cardiff Town Hall and Law 
Courts, 1898. Shortly after the latter date 
this partnership was dissolved and Mr. 
Gibson won the competition for Walsall 
Town Hall in 1900. Caxton House, West- 
minster, was also carried out by him. 


In 1909 he was joined by Mr. W. S. A. 
Gordon, and the Middlesex Guildhall (Gib- 
son, Skipworth and Gordon) was completed 
in 1916; other works included St. James’ 
Hospital, Wandsworth; Victoria Hospital, 
Blackpool; the Scottish Equitable Insurance 
building, Cornhill; and large shop premises 
for Debenhams, Ltd., in Wigmore-street; 
Arding and Hobbs, at Clapham Junction; 
and Parnells at Victoria. 


Mr. Gibson served for many years on 
the R.ILB.A. Council and was a vice- 
president from 1906 to 1910. 


A. D. Scott, A.R.LB.A., A.A.Dipl. 


We regret to record the sudden death, 
on April 29, of Mr. Alan Dudley Scott, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl., of Messrs. Brian L. 
Sutcliffe and Partners, FF.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I. 
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REQUISITES OF REAL PRE-PLANNING 


‘* Outmoded Contractual Practice the Greatest Obstacle ” 
By RAGLAN SQUIRE, F.R.I.B.A., M.S.LA. 


DURING the last twelve months a spate 
of highly important and well documen- 
ted reports and papers have been published 
on the present position in the building indus- 
try, all of which contained various 
suggestions for the improvement of produc- 
tivity and the lowering of building costs. 


The report of the team which visited the 
United States of America, published last 
year, was, perhaps, the one which indicated 
the road to full efficiency most clearly. The 
degree of co-ordination which exists in 
America between architects, civil engineers, 
main contractors, sub-contractors and, 
indeed, all engaged on a construction project, 
is probably the greatest single factor contri- 
buting towards the remarkable speed with 
which the American construction industry is 
working to-day. 

Whilst it is obvious that there are many 
other inhibiting factors slowing down British 
building to-day—reference need only be made 
to materials shortages, Government controls 
and the fall in output per man hour as com- 
pared with 1938—there can be no doubt that 
the time is overdue when a serious examina- 
tion should be made as to how a greater 
degree of co-ordination, particularly in the 
vital stages before a sod is turned or a brick 
stacked, can be more readily achieved. Many 
well-established traditions will have to be 
upset, many deep-rooted prejudices overcome, 
but the task remains. And if we are to get 
to the root of the problem which is, in 
brief, the stepping up of productivity, the 
facts must be squarely faced. 


The Position To-day 


At the moment the position of a person, 
firm or public authority who decides to build 
is something like this. A decision is taken 
Yo build, let us say a factory. Permission 
from the relevant Government department or 
departments is obtained. An architect is 
instructed to prepare preliminary plans and 
an estimate, which in normal circumstances 
would take about three months. According 
to the size and nature of the job concerned, 
the architect would call in specialist consul- 
tants and, having obtained their advice, pre- 
pare working drawings. This would take six 
months. These drawings are then sent to a 
quantity surveyor to prepare bills of quanti- 
ties. This work will not normally be finished 
for three months. The next step is for 
invitations to be sent to contractors to tender, 
the bills sent out, the tenders received and 
the building contractor finally selected and a 
building contract signed. Only in the most 
exceptional cases will this take less than 
another three months. 

Generally speaking, it will be noted that 
it is three months before consultants, ex- 
cept for the architect, see the scheme and 
six months before the quantity surveyor is 
brought in. What is even more important, 
the building contractor does not usually come 
into the picture for a year after the project 
is first mooted. 

It is clear, also, that both the specialist 
consultants and the surveyor might make 
valuable suggestions, both for considerable 
money savings on questions of lay-out, shape 
of building and so on, which they are unable 
to do when confronted by preliminary plans. 

More important still, the practical advice 
and help of the building contractor is not 


available until the whole scheme is finalised, 
both in principle and in detail. Moreover, 
the architect, even with the advice of specialist 
consultants, cannot guarantee the price, but 
can only give an estimate. Thus no final 
decision can be taken to go ahead until the 
builders’ tenders are received. A further 
consequence is that the necessary materials 
for the job cannot be ordered in advance 
with the result that, even when a contractor’s 
tender is finally accepted, more time is lost 
whilst he orders and awaits delivery of the 
specified materials. If the building contrac- 
tor were in the picture earlier he would be 
able to inform the architect what materials 
were actually available. 

It will accordingly be seen that the 
building industry is still rigidly subjected 
to a pattern which was evolved as a result 
of entirely different economic circumstances 
than prevail to-day, and it is doubtful 
whether in the new scarcity economy of the 
mid-twentieth century, the pattern has not 
become as outmoded as a masonry building. 
Architectural design and building techniques 
have developed much faster than have ad- 
ministrative and contractual practice. Thus 
it is true to say that in these days of accurate 
tendering, the tenders of those builders who 
are really anxious to get a particular job 
are very close to one another, provided that 
a good bill of quantities is used. The ad- 
vantages which might be expected to flow 
from competitive tendering are more than 
outweighed by the fact that the present set- 
up prevents economies in the early formative 
period of a scheme, when advice from all 
quarters concerned would be most helpful, 
particularly that of the building contractor. 

Having diagnosed one of the main ills of 
our system, and having regard to the lucid 
picture of the American system given in the 
team’s report, it now remains to be seen 
how best the threads representing the pro- 
fessions and trades concerned can be woven 
together to form a symmetrical pattern, and 
how such a pattern can effect the economies 
in money, time and labour which it is 
generaily admitted are so badly needed. 

On the assumption that it will be accepted 
that the specialist consultants should be 
brought into the picture at a very early 
stage, the advantages of consulting a main 
contractor and all the important sub-trades 
contractors, also at an early stage, will be 
apparent. It is believed, however, that this 
must be done in an organised manner and 
the following suggestions might well prove 
worthy of consideration by all who are con- 
cerned with building. When it is remem- 
bered that over half of the nation’s capital 
investment—some £2,000 million at present 
—is spent on building, it can safely be said 
that any scheme to streamline the industry 
is the concern of every tax-payer. 


The First Step 


It is suggested that, as a first step, teams 
of architects, structural engineers and quan- 
tity surveyors should be formed. As soon 
as a project for any major building work 
is contemplated, they should act as a joint 
body in drawing up the original plans and 
programme. To make the practical advice 
of a building contractor available to these 
professional teams at the very earliest stage, 
it is suggested that each team should work 
with a selected list of builders, with whose 
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capabilities and organisational power they 
are familiar. As soon as the broad detail 
of the job to be done are known to the 
professional team, a contractor, selected og 
the basis of his suitability for the job, shoulg 
be co-opted to the team. 

In this way, a full team or “ Building 
Board,” consisting of the building owner, 
all the necessary professional men and the 
main contractor would work together on the 
project, together with the main yb. 
contractors considered necessary by the 
team. It is believed that to get the ful 
effects from such a team, it should fe 
brought into being as a composite entity 
before any planning work is done. Sketch 
schemes could be prepared by the profes. 
sional side of the team for consideration by 
the whole team as to how economies could 
be effected. 


A Break With Tradition 


It is admitted at once that such ap 
arrangement would cut across and, indeed, 
break down the generally accepted principles 
of competitive tendering, although the 
system of negotiated contracts is already 
accepted for many local authority housing 
schemes. As has already been pointed out, 
it is believed that the consequent saving 
because of the pooled knowledge of mem- 
bers of the team, would greatly off-set any 
advantages to be gained, particularly at the 
present time, by a rigid adherence to the 
tendering system. To ensure that the build 
ing owner is not mulcted by undue costs, 
the selected building contractor would 
receive his contract at a negotiated price or 
on a “schedule of rates” basis, either of 
which procedures can be worked out by ‘the 
quantity surveyor member of the team in 
a way equitable both to the building owner 
and to the contractor. 

Time and time again, leading authorities 
in the industry are emphasising that it is 
desirable to work out all details of a scheme 
before work on the site starts. The 
American team makes this one of the focal 
points of their report’s recommendations. 
This has always been a desirable practice 
and, indeed, in the best architects’ offices 
before the war, was done as a matter of 
course before the job went out to tender. 
But it is common experience to-day that an 
architect having taker this trouble will find 
on the appointment of the main contractor 
that because of shortages he will have to 
redraft his plans, with the consequent 
inevitable delay. 

The “Building Board” method outlined 
here would ensure that all details, literally 
down to the type of door furniture to be 
used, would be prepared under the guidance, 
not only of the professional specialists con- 
cerned, but also of the main contractor and 
of the sub-trades. The method would also 
mean that at the time of settling the details, 
orders could be placed for all materials and 
components needed for the job. 

To sum up then : A team of professional 
consultant firms should be got together to 
form a “Building Board ”-with a_ builder 
selected from a panel of contractors, This 
“ Building Board,” with the building owner, 
to be responsible for all planning and pro 
gramming. The board to work out al 
details for the project well before work 8 
started. As soon as the final plans and 
details are settled, orders for materials t0 
be placed. 

In this way an almost watertight method 
for achieving first-class “pre-planning,” with 
all its advantages, would be achieved 1 
British building. 
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Eight Years’ Experience of Town Planning 


THE BUILDER 


Ministry of Town and Country Planning’s Work Reviewed 


PLANNING problems in the eight years 
up to the end of January last are 
reviewed in a report on “Town and 
Country Planning, 1943-1951” (Cmd. 8204, 
Stationery Office, 5s.), published last week 
as a White Paper by the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning. The report 
deals largely with the activities of the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
after its establishment by the Coalition 
Government during the war. 


The report states that the setting up of 
the Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning in the middle of a world war was a 
turning point in the development of plan- 
ning in England and Wales. It marked the 
Government’s acceptance of the belief, 
which had been steadily gaining ground 
during the last quarter of a century, that 
if the planned use of land was ever to 
become a reality it could only be as a result 
of action on a national scale to deal with 
the administrative and financial difficulties 
which had so far hampered it. The new 
Ministry faced a lack of balance between 
town and country which had gone on in- 
creasing over the years. Already before the 
war publie opinion had become noticeably 
better informed and more deeply concerned 
about the need fer effective town and 
country planning. In particular, attention 
fastened upon the unregulated growth and 
spread of industry, the hampering of local 
planning by difficulties of compensation 
and betterment, and the eating away of the 
countryside by urban, and often dis- 
figuring, development. 


After describing planning legislation up to 
1947, the report says that it is not yet 
possible to pass a considered judgment on 
these measures as a whole; the National 
Parks Act has been in force little more than 
a year, the building of the New Towns 
“takes time to gather momentum,” and 
many of the provisions of the main statute, 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
have still to be tested in practice. 


The 1947 Act 


A special section is devoted to an assess- 
ment of the 1947 Act, ‘and again it is “too 
early to see much of the positive planning 
which was one of the chief objects of the 
Act.” But this is because the provisions 
directed to this end hinge on the develop- 
ment plans of the local planning authorities 
and the period allowed for preparing and 
submitting these plans does not expire until 
July 1 next. Even where local authorities 
had gone ahead with the planning of their 
areas under the 1944 Act, progress has been 
disappointing, chiefly because the country’s 
economic difficulties have compelled the 
Government to give higher priorities to the 
immediate needs of industrial recovery and 
housing than to investment in long-term 
reconstruction and redevelopment. Criticism, 
however, often turns not so much on the 
absence of positive action as on the alleged 
discouraging effects of development charge 
and planning control. The complaint most 
often made is that the charge causes desir- 
able development to be held up because 
Owners are unwilling to sell land at exist- 
ig use value, so that the prospective buyer 
has to shoulder the burden of the full 


market value of the land as well as the 
development charge. 

A number of recommendations have been 
made, some by representative professional 
bodies, all of which are being @#kamined. 
But it is important in trying to assess the 
working of the 1947 Act to bear in mind 
three things. 

First, it is claimed, no serious criticism 
is made of those parts of the Act which 
relate to development plans and develop- 
ment control. There may be complaints of 
the way in which the powers in those parts 
of the Act are administered, but responsible 
critics have not suggested that the powers 
themselves are unnecessary or too compre- 
hensive. Parts VI and VII were included 
in the Act in an effort to provide some 
equity in the operation of the earlier parts, 
as between persons to whom _ planning 
permission is granted, and persons to whom 
it is refused. If public opinion no longer 
for 


thought it necessary to compensate 
refusal, great simplification would be 
possible. 


Secondly, the ‘power to plan without the 
continual fear of compensation, which 
crippled pre-war efforts, has made _ it 
possible for the first time to allocate land 
to the best advantage. It is this which has 
made practicable the preservation of open 
country round overgrown towns, the safe- 
guarding of good farmland, the provision 
of open space in built-up areas—measures 
which, in a remarkably short time, have 
become the commonplaces of planning. 

Thirdly, development is, in fact, proceed- 
ing within the limits of our available 
resources. The limiting factor in the build- 
ing of houses, factories and schools is not 
liability to development charge but shortage 
of building labour and materials, and it is 
pretty clear that this situation will continue 
for a number of years to come. Moreover, 
a great deal of land—estimated to be 
enough for 100,000 houses—has been made 
available for development without payment 
of development charge under the so-called 
“ dead-ripe ” scheme. 

The need for a comprehensive planning 
control is now widely accepted, the report 
claims, though the provisions of the Act 
relating to development control have been 
criticised in detail, mainly on the score that 
development control under the Act is too 
detailed and that the procedure of getting 
planning permission is too slow and cum- 
bersome. In 1950 the Minister decided that 
too many relatively small building operations 
and changes of use needed express planning 
permission, and he considerably extended 
the range of development which could be 
undertaken without permission. Farm build- 
ings were freed from planning control and 
householders were enabled to make minor 
improvements and alterations to their houses 
without having to apply for permission or 
pay development charge. The effect of this 
experiment is being watched. 


The First Eight Years 
The report sums up the first eight years 
of the Ministry in these words: “ Planning 
legislation does not solve problems: it only 
provides a framework within which solu- 
tions can be found ; and the Ministry’s chief 
aim since it was set up in 1943 has been to 
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contrive such a legislative framework. The 
great material advances of the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries were achieved 
at the cost of a reckless misuse of land, and 
the result is a legacy of congested and out- 
worn towns, sprawling suburbs and disfigured 
countryside which will take far more than 
one generation to put right. The war years, 
besides the immediate challenge of the 
bombed towns, have left a dire accumula- 
tion of needs—the need for new housing, 
the need for new industry and the continued 
need for more land to train the armed forces. 
With international tension growing and the 
claims of economic recovery paramount, the 
planner must often acquiesce in decisions 
dictated by immediate expediency, even 
though he knows that the short term is nearly 
always the enemy of the long, and that a 
decision inspired by the need to earn dollars 
to-day may gravely complicate a scheme of 
redevelopment to-morrow. 


“In these not very favourable circum- 
stances, what can planning fairly claim to 
have achieved in the eight years since central 
Government first took effective powers ? 
The three Acts of 1946, 1947 and 1949—New 
Towns, Town and Country Planning and 
National Parks—whatever their imperfec- 
tions, provide a code under which almost 
all the country’s planning problems can be 
tackled. Twelve New Towns have been 
started. The reconstruction of central areas 
is beginning. Local planning authorities are 
submitting development plans containing 
realistic and coherent proposals for the use 
of land in their areas. Control of develop- 
ment is already doing much to prevent the 
further sprawl and spread of towns and the 
defacement of the countryside, and with 
growing experience the administration of 
control is being steadily simplified and 
improved. Designation Orders for the first 
two National Parks have been submitted by 
the National Parks Commission to the Minis- 
ter for confirmation, and the third will follow 
shortly. Much misuse of land has been 
prevented, often without the public knowing 
anything about it. Far greater efforts than 
ever before are being made to conserve agri- 
cultural land. 


“For a country in which so much cries 
out to be done, this is a modest enough 
beginning ; but for a country whose planning 
problems have had so long in which to 
take deep root and grow to their present 
proportions, it is at least evidence of a new 
approach and determination.” 


Competitors for Land 


The passage devoted to major competitors 
for land points out that the amount of 
improved farmland in Britain also represents 
roughly the amount of land which, being 
well drained and fairly level, is most suit- - 
able for development. Houses, schools, 
factories, shops and cinemas, airfields and 
military depots, roads, power stations and 
reservoirs, and the working of minerals, all 
need land. Consequently, there is severe 
competition between agriculture and these 
other forms of development for the use of 
the limited amount of suitable land.. To 
balance, and where possible to reconcile, 
these rival demands so as to secure that land 
is used in the best interests of the community 
at large is the planner’s most important and 
most difficult responsibility, 


The report says that the substantial de- 
crease during 1950 in the number of appeals 
against decisions of local planning authorities. 
on applications for planning permission sug- 
gests that the accumulation of development. 
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proposals postponed during the war has 
been worked off: it may also be accounted 
for to some extent by relaxations made in 
1950 which have prevented trivial cases 
from requiring any planning permission. It 
is greatly to be hoped that as the develop- 
ment plans take shape and the areas allocated 
te various types of development become 
more clearly defined, it will be possible to 
simplify development control. 


It is explained that the main reason for 
the slow start on reconstruction of the war- 
damaged business and commercial city 
centres has been that effort has been con- 
centrated on even more vital work 
principally on building houses and schools, 
and on industrial recovery. The amount of 
actual rebuilding which has been done to 
damaged city and town centres since the 
war has been disappointing, but despite the 
difficulties, local authorities have gone a long 
way forward. 


Perhaps the biggest task under the Plan- 
ning Acts which faces local authorities is 
the relief of congested towns by creating 
new communities to which the inhabitants of 
overcrowded areas can move; not, as was 
the earlier practice, on the fringes of exist- 
ing towns, but at some distance out from the 
parent towns. This problem is most formid- 
able in London, but it is found in nearly all 
thickly populated parts of the country. The 
process of decentralisation has already 
begun with the building of New Towns, but 
eventually local authorities in ‘“ receiving ” 
areas will have to do a great deal of work 
in expanding existing communities as well. 


The New Towns 


The report says that the movement of people 
and industry to some of the New Towns has 
begun, and it will gain momentum during 
1951. But the major contribution to the 
relief of London will in any case come 
ultimately from the expansion of existing 
towns, and progress here is bound to be 
slow in the next two or three years. 


The growing need for New Towns is 
described, and the New Towns Act is out- 
lined with an explanation of how sites are 
chosen and designated, the functions and 
establishment of Development Corporations, 
the planning and control of development, 
how finance is controlled, and the present 
position of New Towns. 


The question of what _ constitutes 
“amenity” for planning purposes is 
defined as “that element in the appearance 
and layout of town and country which 
makes for a comfortable and pleasant life 
rather than a mere existence.” The 
Ministry’s work in pursuit of amenity is 
described, but it is pointed out that this 
is not its first or, indeed, only function. 
The Minister’s duty is to secure the right use 
of land in the national interest and in cases 
where the claims of amenity are less strong 
than some other vital national interest, 
decisions may have to be taken on the view 
that the development in question represents 
the right use of the land which are some- 
times wrongly interpreted as “defeats for 
planning.” 

The report contains a brief survey of 
every region of England and Wales, outlining 
the chief planning problems of each, with 
particular attention to towns that need re- 
building or redevelopment, and summarises 
what has so far been done in the way of 
reconstruction. The plans for London, 


national parks and access to the countryside 
and the survey of footpaths are among other 
subjects which come under review. 
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* REPRODUCTION OF SURVEY AND 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAPS ” 


Some Comments on Circular 92 


[From a Correspondent} 


HIS is the title of Circular No. 92, pre- 
pared by the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning and published by the 
Ministry of Local Government and Plan- 
ning; H.M.S.O., 4s. 6d. net. It is an im- 
portant document because it illustrates the 
notation that the Minister expects Local 
Planning Authorities to use for their survey 
maps and development plans. The matter 
had already been covered in Circulars 59, 
63 and 70, which, however, provided for 
coloured maps and plans. Unfortunately, 
coloured printing is now both expensive and 
slow, and the object of Circular 92 is to 
substitute monochrome hatchings, lines and 
dots for colour. 

The object is undoubtedly well meant 
and the monochromatic forms produced 
have been skilfully devised, but, un- 
happily, only the skilled will be able to 
read the resulting maps and _ plans, 
and those with considerable labour. For 
example, mathematical precision will have 
to be employed by the draughtsman in order 
to distinguish between “ Broken hatch” and 
“Close broken hatch,” and the reader of 
the plan may need to measure the spacing 
in order to distinguish one from the other, 
should both appear on one plan, wide 
apart. 

It may be that ready readability is not 
essential, since in any case a one-inch scale 
county map does not pretend to precision. 
On the other hand, the councillor should 
have some idea as to what he is approving; 
the owner still has at least a sentimental 
interest in his property, even if he has lost 
any prospective cash value; and even “ exist- 
ing use value” may be depreciated by in- 
compatible new development near by. Also, 
the essential backing of informed public 
opinion cannot be forthcoming unless it is 
informed. 

Fortunately, the monochromatic notation 


is in a form that facilitates hand colouring 
and, therefore, the needs of the Councillor 
can be met by this means. Also some 
owners may be able to afford exper 
advice. But what of the general public? 
The answer may be: (1) an official plan in 
monochrome which will be formally de. 
posited and which the expert can read and 
consequently understand the general inten- 
tions to the extent they are made manifest, 
Apparently this is the plan (which will in 
clude the written statement and may include 
a number of plans) of which, according to 
Section 10 (2) (c) of the Act, copies “ shall 
be available on sale to the public at a 
reasonable cost”; (2) Since copies of such 
a map would be of little value to the pub- 
lic, the spirit of the Act would be best 
fulfilled if, in lieu thereof, there were pub- 
lished a popular edition of-one “ master 
plan,” clearly labelled as such, in a form 
which the public can understand and can 
purchase at a price within their means, the 
popular edition, of course, containing a 
note stating where the whole of the official 
plan can be inspected. As the Ministry 
point out, this official plan must corres- 
pond exactly to the copy formally sub- 
mitted to the Minister and, ultimately, it will 
have to be an exact replica of the plan which 
the Minister approves. It would, however, 
surely not be unreasonable to expect un- 
official hand-coloured copies to be on show 
as well. 


These notes are not written with the in- 
tention in any way of disparaging Circular 
No. 92, or to belittle its admirable object of 
saving time and reducing labour and the 
greatly increased costs since 1947. On the 
other hand, the point had to be made that, 
in itself, the circular does not fulfil the 
spirit of Section 10 (2) (c), since it does not 
provide for making available to the public 
a plan which they can readily comprehend. 





PLANNING AND THE PUBLIC 


Need to Correct Impression of 


IN his presidential address on Housing and 

Town Planning, at the recent Health Con- 
gress at Southport, Lt.-Co_. H. P. CarT DE 
LAFONTAINE, O.B.E., T.D.,  F.R.IB.A., 
M.T.P.I., President of the Town Planning 
Institute of Great Britain, said he would like 
to register a plea for putting “ first things 
first.” In every public announcement or 
printed statement, housing was put before 
planning. This might seem a small point but 
he thought it had a lot to do with the atti- 
tude of the public to town and country 
planning. There was a general impression 
that planning was not essential, that it was 
just one more piece of bureaucratic pedantry 
and that it caused delay in getting on with 
the job of house building. 


“ Much has, I know, been done by public 
authorities in publishing plans and booklets 
and arranging exhibitions of models, but we 
have not yet got the feeling that town and 
country planning is, or should be, a co-opera- 
tive effort, in which the ordinary man and 
his wife are as much concerned as the expert,” 
the speaker continued. 

“The difficulty is 


that before your 


‘*Mere Bureaucratic Pedantry” 


brochures and booklets can be published the 
plan has assumed a definite form which it is 
not easy to change except in its details. What, 
therefore, appears to be necessary is some 
form of consultation between the citizen and 
the expert in the preliminary stage of sketch 
plans. This, of course, is not easy to arrange 
but I would venture to suggest it might be 
attempted by establishing contact at the 
lowest level. 


Decentralised Direction 


“IT suggest that competent juniors should 
have entire charge of planning (in the general 
framework), for small units, such as villages, 
rural communities and neighbourhood units, 
and that a small branch office should be 
opened in each of these localities, where the 
planning officer concerned would attend, say 
one day a week, to meet the local inhabitants, 
explain what was proposed, show preliminary 
sketches, diagrams and charts and explain 
their purpose and invite criticism and sugges 
tions. These suggestions would then b& 
sorted out and any which appeared useful 
could be incorporated in the plan.” 
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Lt.<Col. Cart de Lafontaine said that as 
architects and planners they were always 
coming up against the difficulty of explain- 
ing their projects to the man who just could 
not “read”? a plan. He suggested the Minis- 
try of Education should be impressed with 
the urgent need for simple plan drawing to 
scale to be included in the ordinary school 
curriculum. There were, in every trade or 
profession, constantly recurring occasions 
when a knowledge of how to read a plan, 
a machine blue-print or a chart was essen- 
tial and it seemed strange that so little 
attention had been given to this anywhere 
except in technical schools. It seems to 
him an essential part of the training of every 
boy or girl. 

After saying that the housing problem in 
our generation would have to be tackled on 
a national basis, he suggested that if the 
present National Savings Campaign could be 
realised and transformed into a “ National 
House Purchase ” scheme it would provide 
a greatly needed incentive to saving and it 
would also provide a large part of the capital 
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required for house building. “The plan 
would be to pay the present subsidies not 
to local authorities but to the National 
Reconstruction (or Home building) Corpora- 
tion, and to arrange that when investors had 
purchased the required number of saving cer- 
tificates they would be entitled to a house or 
a flat. There would still, of course, be a 
waiting list, but if house building was 
carried out on a national scale costs and 
wastage of labour and material would be 
enormously reduced and houses and flats 
could be built more rapidly. The scheme 
would also relieve local authorities of one of 
their most difficult and thankless tasks and 
allow them to deal with other work. 


On the subject of rural communities, he 
ventured to suggest that main drainage and 
piped water supplies, now often considered 
essentials, might be given further thought. 
Properly constructed cesspools would pro- 
vide manure for the farm, while artesian 
wells, with small pumping stations, might 
solve a problem which caused a headache 
to many rural authorities. 





HOUSING FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES 


Mitchell Committee’s‘ Recommendations on Needs of Old 


People, Students 


HOUSING needs of special groups in the 
community such as old people, single 
persons and the disabled have been con- 
sidered by the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and planning, who has received a 
report from a sub-committee of the Central 
Housing Advisory Committee with a view to 
advising local housing authorities on these 
aspects of their building programmes. 


The sub-committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Sir Miles Mitchell, were originally 
appointed to help the Ministry of Health in 
revising the Housing Manual, 1944, and the 
results of their earlier work were incor- 
porated in the Housing Manual, 1949. They 
have now reported under extended terms of 
reference, and the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning has sent to all housing 
authorities in England and Wales a copy of 
the report in the form of a supplement to 
the Housing Manual, 1949.* 


The report recommends standards of 
accommodation for able-bodied old people, 
single workers, students and apprentices, 
disabled people, district nurses and mid- 
wives, and higher-income groups. Special 
attention is devoted to hostels, for which 
the Housing Act, 1949, first provided an 
exchequer contribution. The accompanying 
circular (Circular No. 36/51, Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning) says that 
Mr. Dalton considers the report to contain 
many valuable recommendations, and he 
commends it to the careful. study of all 
housing authorities. He regards the sec- 
tions dealing with accommodation for old 
people as of particular importance in view 
of the ageing of the population. 


Need for Co-operation 


The report emphasises the necessity for 
effective co-operation between all authorities 
concerned with providing accommodation 
for the special needs of old people. There 
have been consultations, with this object in 





‘ees for Special Purposes, supplement to the 

ae Manual, 1949, published for the Ministry of Local 

— and Planning by the Stationery Office, 
e 2s, 


and the Disabled 


between the members of the sub- 
committee, the associations of local 
authorities concerned with housing and 
welfare, and officials of the Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning and the 
Ministry of Health. 

“In making provision for old persons 
under the Housing Acts,” says the circular, 
“the primary object is to enable them to 
live normal independent lives for as long 
as possible in their own homes, whether 
these are individual dwellings or rooms in 
hostels provided under the Housing Act, 
1949,” 


view, 


Welfare Services 

Towards achieving this ebject, the hous- 
ing authorities should take steps to secure 
that the benefits of the appropriate local 
authority’s health and welfare services are 
made fully available to all old people liv- 
ing on their housing estates, whether in pri- 
vate houses or in hostels. Oversight of the 
welfare of old people on the estates, in con- 
junction with the welfare authority, should 
be regarded as one of the housing manager’s 
more important functions, and the housing 
authority should work in co-operation with 
the welfare authority and any local volun- 
tary bodies concerned to ensure that neces- 
sary personal services are provided for old 
people. 

“By making the fullest use of these ser- 
vices,” says the circular, “ many old people 
will be able to live to the end of their days 
in their own homes.” 

There may come a time, however, when 
some old people can no longer look after 
themselves and need care and attention which 
many of them will look to the welfare 
authorities to supply in accommodation they 
will be providing under the National Assist- 
ance Act. The sub-committee urge in their 
report that this transition from home or 
hostel to hostels provided under the National 
Assistance Act should be made with the 
least possible change from familiar surround- 
ings. Very close co-operation between hous- 
ing and welfare authorities is essential in 
planning, and particularly in siting, accom- 
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modation which each is providing for the 
aged. 

The sub-committee envisaged as the ideal 
scheme for old people one which included 
small dwellings and hostels built under the 
Housing Acts and hostels provided under 
the National Assistance Act, the whole form- 
ing part of, or closely linked with, a general 
housing scheme. While this might be com- 
paratively easy to achieve in the large towns, 
there are greater difficulties in the areas of 
more scattered population where housing 
schemes are smaller and more widely dis- 
persed and where the accommodation pro- 
vided by the county council under the 
National Assistance Act has to serve a wide 
area. In these areas the sub-committee 
consider that the district councils ought, in 
consultation with the county council, to form 
groups of suitable size to work out the 
planning and siting of accommodation to 
be provided under the two Acts. 

The Minister strongly supports this sug- 
gestion in the circular and urges it upon 
district councils as a regular and permanent 
arrangement. 


Summary of Recommendations 
The report of the sub-committee is pre- 
sented in a similar layout and method to 
that of the Housing Manual, 1949, and con- 
tains a number of plans and photographs 


illustrating the text. Below is a summary 
and 


of the sub-committee’s conclusions 
recommendations : 
Old People : (1) Accommodation should 


be designed with the particular needs of old 
people in mind; it should contain fitments 
which simplify housework; and special 
precautions should be taken to minimise the 
risk of accidents. 

(2) Effective co-operation is necessary 
between all concerned with the special needs 
of old people, in particular the housing and 
welfare authorities. Old people should be 
conscious of this co-operation, so that they 
may know where they will go when they 
pass from the care of one authority to that 
of another. 

(3) Local authorities should plan housing 
accommodation for old people as part of 
their programmes of house-building as a 
whole. They should remember that popula- 
tion trends are towards an increase in the 
number of old people, also that a part of 
the need may be unexpressed. 


(4) Accommodation for old people should 
be provided in one-storey or two-storey self- 
contained dwellings, in two-storey blocks of 
flats, flats on the lower floors of higher 
blocks, or in hostels, where the amount of 
space under the control and care of the old 
person is at a minimum. 


(5) As regards self-contained dwellings, the 
sub-committee endorse the recommendations 
made in the Housing Manual, 1949. An 
auxiliary means of water heating and a coal 
fire in the bedroom are recommended. 
Detailed recommendations are made about 
design and fittings. A communal garden in 
front of the dwellings is recommended with 
a small plot of ground for private cultiva- 
tion in the rear of each dwelling and con- 
venient access to allotments for the active 
gardeners. 


(6) Hostel blocks should be designed for 
about 30 old people, should normally be 
not more than two storeys in height and 
should contain communal rooms, dining 
rooms, kitchen and some bed-sitting rooms 
on the ground floor, with the remaining bed- 
sitting rooms and a self-contained flat for 
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the warden on the first floor. Rooms for 
single men, women and married couples 
should be mixed and should be planned to 
get sun for part of the day. The building 
shouid be centrally heated with radiators 
in all rooms, halls and passages, with open 
fires in addition in the common rooms. It 
is important that each single person should 
have a separate bed-sitting room ; 140 sq. ft. 
is recommended as a desirable standard and 
108 sq. ft. as the minimum standard for 
this. Double rooms should be at least 180 
sq. ft. All bed-sitting rooms should have a 
fitted wash-hand basin, built-in cupboard, an 
electric fire, an electric bell near the bed, a 
good central light, a point for a bedside lamp 
and adequate natural lighting. The com- 
munal rooms which will be necessary are 
a dining room (with small tables), one or 
two lounges and a small reading- or smok- 
ing-room. Detailed recommendations are 
made about sanitary accommodation and 
ancillary accommodation. 


(7) As regards siting of dwellings the sub- 
committee endorse the recommendations 
made in the Housing Manual, 1949. Some 
old persons’ dwellings should be dispersed 
among other types of accommodation ; but 
there are advantages in siting others in groups 
of about 20 cottages. Dwellings should be 
provided in all residential districts in towns, 
and hostels should be provided in the same 
area. The advantages of a very large 
scheme catering for all categories of old 
people are discussed. s 


(8) The communal services which it will 
be possible to provide for old people will 
vary according to the type of dwelling in 
which they are housed. In hostels the sub- 
committee recommend a communal restau- 
rant, central heating and laundry facilities ; 
the local authority could exercise their 
powers under Section 7 of the Housing Act, 
1949, for the laundering of heavier articles. 
In separate dwellings the communal services 
that can be provided will be few, and flats 
in blocks will fall between these extremes. 


(9) In hostels the presence of a warden is 
assumed. In cottages and flats someone 
should be available to attend the old people 
in their homes and the home help service 
may meet this need. In the view of the sub- 
committee, it is not necessary to have a 
resident nurse among the old people, but 
there should be someone who can call for 
a nurse or doctor when needed. A system 
of regular visiting of old people living alone 
should be instituted and this might be 
arranged through local voluntary associa- 
tions. 


(10) Club-room facilities are very import- 
ant. They should be easily accessible from 
the dwellings. 


Single Persons: (11) Suitable accommoda- 
tion for single workers should combine two 
things—privacy in the individual apartment, 
which should be capable of use, not only 
as a bedroom, but also to some extent as a 
sitting-room or study, and a_ reasonable 
standard of comfort both in the individual 
apartment and in the communal rooms and 
amenities. Ideally a wide range of accom- 
modation would be required to meet their 
varying tastes and needs, but in general, 
that suited to the great majority will be 
hostel accommodation. Close co-operation 
between the housing authority and the au- 
thority administering the Children Act, 1948, 
concerning the provision of hostels for 
young workers is essential. 


(12) Local authorities must make their 
Own assessment of the extent of the need, 
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but some guidance may be obtained from 
university authorities, Ministry of Labour, 
large employers and voluntary bodies, etc. 


(13) Tke sub-committee envisages that the 
hostels will be sited in a residential area as 
part of, or an adjunct to a housing estate, 
or in a more central position near the busi- 
ness or commercial area of the town. They 
should be designed with the common rooms 
on the ground floor and the private living 
rooms above. The common rooms should 
face south or west and the private rooms 
south-east, south or west. There should be 
controllable central heating. 


(14) The standards of accommodation re- 
commended are much the same as for old 
persons, but for young students and ap- 
prentices who require inexpensive accommo- 
dation for a limited period something less 
than 140 sq. ft. is recommended. 


(15) The sub-committee considers the 
average need is best served by a full service 
of communal meals. In hostels where there 
are women residents, laundry facilities 
should be provided on the scale suggested 
for old persons, but for men’s laundry and 
for heavier articles for all types of persons 
the sub-committee thinks the local authority 
could exercise their powers under the Hous- 
ing Act, 1949. A warden will be necessary 
to supervise the running of the establish- 
ment and he should have a self-contained 
flat with at least two bedrooms. 


Disabled Persons: (16) Dwellings for dis- 
abled persons should be mixed in the layout 
with normal family dwellings and the site 
should be within easy reach of places of 
employment. Bungalows are preferable to 
two-storey houses. Where the person is 
confined to a wheel-chair, the plan of the 
dwelling and the design of the fittings must 
be governed largely by this factor, and de- 
tailed recommendations on standards of 
accommodation and special fitments are 
made with this in mind. 


District Nurses and Midwives: (17) For 
a district nurse or midwife the sub-committee 
recommends a house which is a¢signed to 
meet her special needs, but which, at the 
same time, can easily and inexpensively be 
converted into a normal family dwelling. 
An appendix includes plans of houses adap- 
ted from the Housing Manual, 1949, and 
modified to include a separate patients’ 
entrance (which also serves as the back door 
of the house), a waiting room, a small 
district room equipped with a sink and boil- 
ing ring, a second w.c. for patients and a 
garage with extra storage space. Where the 
local health authorities themselves prepose 
to build the houses, there should be co- 
operation between them and the housing 
authorities to secure that estates are con- 
sidered as a whole. 


Higher Income Groups: (18) Under the 
Housing Act, 1949, it is the duty of local 
authorities to consider the housing needs of 
all members of the community and this in- 
cludes larger houses for higher income 
groups. Local authorities should be free to 
design as wide a variety of dwellings as is 
necessary to suit the needs of the com- 
munity. 


The following are the members of the sub-committee: 
Ald. Sir Miles E. Mitchell, K.B.E., J.P. (chairman); 
Mr. W.R. Allerton; M1. L. de Soissons, O.B.E., A.R.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I.; Mr. S. G. Dilnot; Ald. G. B. 
Eddie, O.B.E., J.P.; the Rev. St. John B. Groser, M.C.; 
Sir Lancelot H. Keay, K.B.E., P-P.R.I.B.A.; Miss 
Jennie Lee, M.P.; Mr. P. L. Leigh-Breese, F.I.Hsg. ; and 
the Dowager Marchioness of Reading, G.B.E. 
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L.C.C.’s HOUSING LIST 


200,000 Families in Need of 
Accommodation 


A WAITING list of nearly 200,000 families 
“™ for housing accommodation was disclosed 
in the report of the Housing Committee to 
Tuesday’s meeting of the London County 
(Council. As this need cannot be met imme- 
diately, houses and flats are allocated on the 
basis of the housing need of the applicants, 
in accordance with a comprehensive points 
scheme, the report explains. To obtain a 
better appreciation of the degree of urgency 
for the rehousing of these families, an analysis 
of the list has been made and the registragions 
placed in three categories of which the follow- 
ing is a brief description : — 





Category A—Urgent cases—Applications 
in this category are those that attract high 
points under several headings of the scheme, 
the most important factors from the point of 
view of this classification being overcrowding 
and ill-health. Infectious tuberculosis cases 
come within this group. The most urgent 
cases in category A are those which qualify 
for points under two or more pressing hous- 
ing need factors. 


Category B—Cases with some housing need 
but not of an urgent character—This category 
comprises moderately pointed registrations, It 
includes, for example, families occupying 
accommodation which is too small for their 
requirements because another bedroom is 
needed to provide separate bedrooms for a 
boy and a girl. 

Category C—No basic housing need—These 
are the lowest pointed registrations and com- 
prise families who have little or no basic 
need for more rooms but require separate 
or improved facilities or accommodation of 
a better type. 

The number of families in the three classi- 
fications and the percentage in each category 
of the total number of applications on the 
waiting list are as follows: — 


Percentage of total on 








Category No. of families waiting list 
A vie sa 62,343 31.3 
B Her — 56,645 28.4 
Cc ror amt 80,323 40.3 
199,311 100 


The Council has arranged for posters, 
giving a brief description of the categories, to 
be exhibited in all lettings offices, to enable 
applicants in the less urgent categories to 
appreciate that there are a very large number 
of families whose need for rehousing is 
greater than theirs. 


Building Research Digest 


Precautions which can usefully be taken 
to avoid cracking in any rendering or 
plastering which might be applied to the 
walls of buildings constructed in any form 
of lightweight concrete, are described in 
Digest No. 29 (Aerated Concrete (Part II), 
which has been issued by the Building 
Research Station. 


Approval Sought for Tarran Houses 


Angus County Council has accepted the 
recommendation of its Housing Committee 
to buy 100 Tarran £500 houses subject to 
the submission of satisfactory plans and to 
the approval of the Department of Health. 
In the House of Commons reeently it was 
stated by Mr. T. Fraser, Under-Secretary of 
State for Scotland, that Mr. Hector McNeil 
was awaiting a report on a modified version 
of the £500 house to enable him to decide 
whether it could be approved. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Care of Historic Houses 


ON April 26 in the House of Lords, the 

MARQUESS OF SaLisBuryY asked if the 
Government intentions in regard to the recom- 
mendations of the Gowers Committee on 
Historic Houses could be annéunced. 


LorD PAKENHAM, Minister of Civil Avia- 
tion said His Majesty’s Government agreed 
that many of the country houses of Great 
Britain were important national assets of sub- 
stantial aesthetic, historic and educational 
value. The Government also agreed that 
unless special steps were taken, the decay 
and destruction of these houses would con- 
tinue because the owners could not any 
longer maintain them; and they agreed, there- 
fore, if this part of our national heritage was 
not to be lost for ever, the State must accept 
some further responsibility in this field. 


Much was now being done under the 
powers given by the Town and Country 
Planning Acts to the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning and the Secretary 
of State for Scotland. Buildings which ought 
to be preserved were identified, and their 
demolition or disfigurement was prevented 
where this is threatened. A great debt was 
owed in this respect to the work of the Com- 
mittee, under the Chairmanship of Sir Eric 
Maclaglan, which advised the Minister of 
Local Government and Planning. 


However, these powers were all negative: 
they prevented harm being done, but they did 
not provide for positive action to be taken 
where the owners or occupiers of houses of 
value could not maintain them. 


The chief measure proposed by the Com- 
mittee to deal with the situation was a series 
of exemptions from taxation for the private 
owners and occupiers of specified houses. 
The Government were unable to accept this 
proposal, which would amount to a subsidy 
to a special class of persons—namely those 
who owned and occupied such houses—over 
which Parliament would have had no direct 
control. Moreover this would run counter 
to a general taxation principle which they 
had always tried to maintain—that a man’s 
liability to tax should not be measured by 
his. particular choice of commitments. This 
did not imply any opposition to the private 
occupation of these houses, on which the 
Committee set store; but special relief from 
taxation would not in the view of the 
Government be an appropriate method of 
dealing with the problem. 


The Government preferred, instead, that 
any action taken by the State should be 
positive in character and under full Parlia- 
mentary control. They therefore proposed 
to introduce legislation next session 
to empower the Minister of Works 
to assist in the preservation of outstanding 
houses. That Minister was the most appro- 
priate Minister for this purpose, since he 
already had comparable responsibilities in 
relation to Royal Palaces and to ancient 
monuments, and employed an expert staff 
for this purpose. A separate Bill would be 
required for Scotland, where the responsi- 
bility would be shared with the Secretary of 
State. Details of these proposals would be 
announced at a later date. At this stage 
he would only say that his right hon. Friends 
Would be empowered, provided certain condi- 
tions were fulfilled by the occupier, to do 
work themselves or make loans or grants in 
order to preserve the structure of these 
houses. They would work in close collabora- 
Yon with local authorities, and with the 
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National Trusts, which were already doing 
such admirable work in this field. 


Among the conditions would be undertak- 
ings by the owner to maintain the house 
properly and to make it accessible to the 
public as might be prescribed. 


The burden of defence and the existing 
financial situation made it impossible to 
contemplate spending more than a very small 
sum on this work for the present, and there- 
fore the number of houses in respect of 
which work could be done would be equally 
limited. But the machinery would be set 
up, and, as conditions allowed, it would be 
possible for more to be done later. 


It would be appropriate that the National 
Land Fund set up by the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning under _ the 
Finance Act, 1946, should be used to meet 
the cost of any houses and their contents 
that were to be acquired. 

It was also proposed that the present pro- 
visions for taking over land and houses in 
payment of estate duty and for reimbursing 
the Commissioners of Inland Revenue out of 
the National Land Fund should be expanded 
so as to enable chattels to be taken over in 
the same way, when they were ordinarily 
kept in houses so taken over or already in 
the possession of the Crown or the National 
Trusts. This facility would make it easier 
for houses to be preserved with their 
contents intact. 


The Government had carefully considered 
the Committee’s further proposal that His- 
toric Buildings Councils should be created 
with executive powers, but were unable to 
accept it. It was their view that normal 
ministerial responsibility and Parliamentary 
control of expenditure must be maintained 
in this field. There was, however, a strong 
case for Advisory Councils to assist the 
Ministers in this work and the legislation 
which it was proposed to introduce would 
provide for the setting up of such councils 
with wide terms of reference. 


Since it was intended that the Minister of 
Works should exercise these new responsi- 
bilities, the Minister of Local Government 
and Planning had agreed that the bill should 
transfer to the Minister of Works the powers 
at present exercised by him in relation to 
buildings of special historic or architectural 
interest under the provisions of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947. It was 
plainly convenient that the two sets of 
powers, for negative preservation and for 
positive assistance, should be exercised to- 
gether; and that the powers relating to his- 
toric buildings should be brought together 
with those relating to ancient monuments. 
Corresponding, but rather different, powers 
would be required for Scotland, where the 
responsibility would be shared with the 
Secretary of State. 


These provisions would have to await 
future legislation. But it was proposed to 
take the opportunity of the Finance Bill to 
make certain changes in regard to estate 
duty which bore upon this question. Their 
intention was to make it easier for note- 
worthy houses and their contents to be trans- 
ferred or bequeathed to the Government, the 
National Trusts or other public bodies. Such 
transfer was one of the best ways of securing 
their preservation and, as the. experience 
of the National Trusts showed, was wholly 
compatible with private occupation where 
this seemed desirable. It was proposed to 
provide for the exemption from estate duty 
of the contents of houses given or be- 
queathed to the Government, the National 
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Trusts or other public bodies; and the 
exemption of gifts or bequests to public 
bodies of houses and land and of endow- 
ment funds accompanying them (an exemp- 
tion which already applied to similar gifts 
and bequests in favour of the National 
Trusts). 


It was hoped that these proposals, taken as 
a whole, would help to preserve for the 
benefit of future generations this valuable 
part of our national heritage. 


Rural Improvements . 


On April 24 in the House of Commons 
Mr. Dicsy asked the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning whether he had 
yet had an opportunity of considering the 
question of the facilities available for the 
improvement of existing houses in rural 
districts; and whether he was satisfied that 
the fullest use was being made of the facili- 
ties at present available under Part II of 
the Housing Act, 1949. 

Mr. DALTON said that the answer to the 
first part of the question was “ Yes”; to the 
second part “ No.” 

On April 24, Mr. ToucHe asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
if he would state the number of applications 
which had been made for improvement 
grants under the Housing Act, 1949; and the 
number of acceptances and refusals at the 
latest convenient date. 

Mr. DALTON said that 1,626 applications 
had been received. Grant had been 
approved for 482 and refused for 617. The 
remaining 527 cases were either under con- 
sideration or had been withdrawn. 


Housing Sites 

On April 24, Mr. Hopkinson asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
whether he would consider issuing directions 
to rural district councils to make it a rule to 
consult parish councils in regard to the selec- 
tion of housing sites. 


Mr. DALTON said he did not think any 
such formal procedure need be laid down. 


Temporary Housing Maintenance 


On April 24, Mr. RoBsoN-BRown asked 
the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning if he would state the number of 
housing authorities who had submitted 
claims for a reduction of the annual contri- 
bution payable in respect of temporary 
houses because of high maintenance costs; 
what percentage of the claims had been 
granted; what was the number of temporary 
houses; what was the average sum per house; 
and what was the total sum involved. 


Mr. DALTON said that claims had been 
received from 80 authorities; 47 had been 
allowed and 12 were still under considera- 
tion. 12,439 houses were involved; the 
average per house was roughly £6 and the 
total annual sum £74,467. 


Building Societies 

On April 24, Mr. Brack asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer what would be 
the composite rate of income tax charge- 
able to building societies in the fiscal year 
1951-2. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said that the composite 
rate for 1951-2 had not yet been deter- 
mined. The appropriate rate would be dis- 
cussed with the Building Societies Associa- 
tion in due course. 

Mr. Brack asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether there would be any 
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change in the method of assessing surtax 
on interest received from deposits and shares 
in building societies in the fiscal year 
1951-2. 


Mr. GAITSKELL said there would not. The 
new method would apply only as from the 
year 1952-3. 


Mr. Brack asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer at what rate profits tax would be 
chargeable to building societies in the fiscal 
year 1951-2. 


Mr. GAITSKELL said he did not propose 
to alter the over-riding limit of 6 per cent. 
of the profits computed without deduction 
of loan interest, as laid down by subsection 
3 of section 7 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 
1947; but, subject to that limitation, building 
societies would be liable to the increased 
rate of profits tax as from January 1, 1951. 


Rainwater Goods 


On April 24, Mrs. MIDDLETON asked the 
then Minister of Works what steps he pro- 
posed to take to secure the implementation of 
the recommendations contained in the report 
of the Monopolies Commission concerning 
the supply of cast-iron rainwater goods. 


Mr. STOKES said that the report recom- 
mended that those concerned should amend 
their trading arrangements in such a way as 
to meet certain objections, and that discus- 
sions should take place with them for this 
purpose. His Department had been in com- 
munication with them and discussions would 
take place as soon as they had ‘had an 
opportunity of studying the implications of 
the report. 


Plasterboard Supplies 

On April 24, Lapy TWEEDSMUIR asked 
the Minister of Works whether he was satis- 
fied that supplies of plasterboard in Scotland 
were sufficient to ensure no delay in the 
housebuilding programme. 

Mr. STOKES said that the production of 
plasterboard was increasing, and he hoped 
that supplies would be sufficient to avoid 
delays in house-building, provided orders 
were placed in good time. 


Cleaning of Buildings 

On April 24, Mr. PARKER asked the 
Minister of Works what programme of wash- 
ing down and cleaning public buildings was 
to be undertaken by his department this 
year. 

Mr. STOKES said it was not proposed to 
undertake the washing down or external 
cleaning of any public buildings in London 
during this year. The work of repairing and 
washing down the stonework of the National 
Gallery and Apsley House, which was started 
last year, would be completed shortly. 


Whitehall-gardens Gates 


On April 24, SiR WALDRON SMITHERS 
asked the Minister of Works in view-of the 
serious economic situation of the country 
why two pairs of 20-ft.-high gates were being 
erected for new Government offices in 
Whitehall-gardens. 


Mr. STOKES said that the estimated cost 
of the Government offices in Whitehall-gar- 
dens, as shown in the Civil Estimates, was 
£5,681,700. Two pairs of doors for the two 
main entrances which were approximately 
33 ft. wide by 23 ft. high were ordered in 
August, 1949, after competitive tendering, 
at a price of approximately £13,000 per pair. 
Each pair weighed approximately 114 tons, 
of which 84 tons was steel and 3 tons alu- 
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minium. The architect’s original proposal 
was that the doors should be of bronze, but 
for reasons of economy this was changed 
to steel and aluminium. The doors were a 
main architectural feature of the building. 
They would have to be _ mechanically 
operated because of their size. 


Steel Prospects in 1951 


A statement on the prospects for steel 
production and supplies in the cur- 
rent year was made by MR. GEORGE STRAUSS, 
Minister of Supply, in the House of Com- 
mons on April 30, in answer to a question 
by Mr. Jack Jones. Mr. Strauss said the 
House would recall his warning on Febru- 
ary 7 that the Iron and Steel Corporation, 
on taking over from the former private 
owners on February 15, were likely to be 
faced with a raw material supply situation 
which would make it difficult or impossible 
to maintain the recent level of steel output. 
He had now received a report on the situa- 
tion, drawn up by the Corporation at his 
request. 


During the last quarter of 1950, the iron 
and steel industry reduced its stocks of im- 
ported iron ore by 327,000 tons, pig iron by 
20,000 tons and scrap by 195,000 tons, 
which in total was equivalent to a steel ingot 
production of over 400,000 tons. This meant 
that, of the 1950 output of 16.3 m. tons, 
about 15.9 m. were produced from raw 
materials obtained during the year and over 
400,000 tons by reduction of stocks. 


Further reductions ira stocks of imported 
iron ore, pig iron and scrap, equivalent to 
a Steel ingot production of over 500,000 tons, 
were made by the industry in the first quarter 
of this year. During the last six months it 
had, therefore, used up about 1 m. tons of 
its stock of steel-making raw materials. This 
source of supply would not be available to 
us for the rest of this year as stocks had now 
been reduced to a dangerously low level. 
Indeed, some furnaces had already had to 
be closed or damped down on this account. 


The intake of raw materials which, as 
distinct from the use of stocks, accounted 
for an output of about 15.9 m. ingot tons in 
1950, included an import of scrap, mainly 
from Germany, of over 1.9 m._ tons. 
Although they were doing their best to ob- 
tain maximum supplies from Germany, 
there was no prospect of attaining anything 
like that figure this year. Against this they 
hoped for some slight improvement in the 
import of iron ore which was reduced in 
the last six months by shipping difficulties; 
some small increase in the import of pig 
iron; some increase in the use of home cre 
which, however, because of its lower iron 
content, reduced output per blast furnace; 
and, most important, some increase in home 
scrap supplies. The success of the present 
national scrap drive was, therefore. of 
supreme importance and unsparing efforts 
must be made during the coming months to 
recover every possible ton. 


These factors, however, even at best, could 
only offset part of the shortfall. In view of 
this and the exhaustion of reserve stocks on 
which we could draw, it was evident that 
steel production this year would be lower 
than last year. 


The greatest ingenuity on the part of 
manufacturers would be needed to overcome 
the shortage of steel. He was sure that all 
in industry would, in the national interest, 
do their utmost to ensure that, despite the 
difficulties, the maximum possible produc- 
tion was achieved. 
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JERUSALEM CONVENTION 
CENTRE 


Venue for “ Conquest of the Desert” 
Exhibition 


THE Convention Centre at Jerusalem, 

now well on the way to completion, 
has been designed to serve as a home fo; 
the Zionist Congresses and to provide q 
meeting place between east and west for 
international conferences, exhibitions and 
festivals. Situated at the western approaches 
to Jerusalem at the junction of the Te 
Aviv and Beth Hakerem roads, the build 
ings stand on an eminence of 2,500 ft 
above sea level, and command a magnifi. 
cent panorama. 


The main building, the Exhibition Hall, 
will be 52 ft. high, and will have a Seating 
capacity of 3,500. Beneath this will be the 
grand foyer and a number of other chambers, 
including an auditorium seating 700. Other 
facilities offered in this building will include 
a banquet hall, a restaurant, a tea-room, an 
emergency clinic, rest rooms and _ other 
amenities. There will be space for a library 
containing Zionist archives. In addition, 
there will besan open-air amphitheatre for 
festivals: and pageants, with a seating 
capacity of 10,000 and a stage for 1,00 
persons. 


The plans for the congress buildings and 
the Exhibition Hall were selected from 
designs submitted by 40 architects in a com- 
petition held in May, 1949, and the general 
implementation of the project has been 
undertaken by a special public company, 
ied Ha’Ooma (Nation’s Buildings), 

td. 


One of the earlier uses of the Convention 
Centre will be the “ Conquest of the Desert” 
exhibition, and the scientific symposium to 
be held under the patronage of U.N.E.S.C.0. 
and the State of Israel, which is to be 
staged in 1952. At the “Conquest of the 
Desert” exhibition various nations will 
display their achievements in the settlement 
of desert regions. and there will also be 
a regional planning section and a commer 
cial section. For all these displays a floor 
space of 16,000 sq. metres will be available 
within the exhibition buildings and 30,000 
sq. metres outside. 


British Firms’ Position 

It is understood that, while there are no 
foreign building firms at present operating 
in Israel (exclusive of harbour works), 
foreign architects are being invited to submit 
designs for the new Israel Parliament Build- 
ing in Jerusalem. The marketing of British 
building materials in Israel is largely 
dependent upon the amount of foreign 
exchange available in that country. The 
Government is carrying out considerable 
road works, and the budget of the Depart: 
ment of Public Works in 1950-1 was 
£7,700,000, with a similar expenditure in the 
current year. There is stated to be 10 
discrimination against employing British 
firms in favour of those in other countries 





Chartered Auctioneers’ Examinations 


The names of winners of medals and the 
prize and pass lists for the 1951 professional 
examinations of the Chartered Auctioneers’ 
and Estate Agents’ Institute are now issued 
from 29, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. The Institute’ 
Gold Medal and the Daniel Watney Gold 
Medal and Prize have been awarded to P. J. 
Henwood, Brookwell, Wookey, near Well. 
Somerset. 





and 


to 1 
Stage 
in | 


para 
Toad 
term: 
acces 
the | 
Stant 
main 








fall, 
ting 
- the 
ders, 
ther 
lude 
, an 
yther 
rary 
tion, 
for 
iting 
{000 


e no 
ating 
rks), 
bmit 
uild- 
ritish 
rgely 
reign 


rable 
part- 

was 
1 the 
» n0 
ritish 
tries. 


d the 
ional 
eers 


tute’s 
Gold 
P. J. 
Vells, 








May 11, 1951 





THE BUILDER 


DEVELOPMENT OF LONDON AIRPORT 


Expansion by 1960 to Handle 


3,000,000 Passengers Annually 


[From a Correspondent] 


Spgs Airport originated in the Royal 
Air Force’s need for a large transport 
airfield near London for use in the closing 
stages of the Japanese war. It lies between 
the Bath-road and the Great South-West- 
road, some 14 miles west of Charing-Cross. 


As planned by the Air Ministry, the layout 
followed the normal triangular pattern of 
three runways, the main runway No. 1 (east 
to west) being 9,300 ft. long and the two 
subsidiaries , No. 2 (north-east to south-west) 
and No. 3 (north north-west to south south-east) 
being 6,000 ft. long. All three were planned 
to be 300 ft. wide and to have a surrounding 
perimeter track 100 ft. wide connecting their 
ends. 

Because of the unexpectedly early end of 
the Japanese war, the airfield was never 
brought into R.A.F. use, and planning of 
its further development was taken over by 
the civil aviation authorities. During 1946 
the airport became the primary long-haul 
base in this country, and the marquees, which 
at first served as makeshift accommodation 
for customs, etc., continued in use for passen- 
ger-handling purposes until September, 1946, 
by which time the single-storey buildings, 
originally built for the R.A.F., had been 
adapted and taken over for civil use. 


The Advisory Layout Panel set up in Sep- 
tember, 1945 to consider the best civil layout 
for the airport recommended: (1) the adop- 
tion of a triple parallel runway system; (2) 
a central area for the permanent terminal 
buildings; and (3) three maintenance areas 
on the perimeter of the airport, respectively 
to the east, south-east and south-west of the 
runway system. 

Six of the proposed runways were south of 
the Bath-road to form a dual runway system 
founded on the R.A.F. layout. 


Area Reduced by 600 Acres 


For the area layout north of the Bath-road 
the panel tentatively proposed a third triangle 
of runways. Experience, however, in the 
operation and control of aircraft has led to 
a modification of this layout by the substitu- 
tion of two divergent runways for the third 
triangle. As a result, the area originally 
contemplated fer the fully developed airport 
has been reduced by over 600 acres. These 
divergent runways will provide an adequate 
increase in runway capacity over the dual 
runway system in bad weather when additional 
Tunway capacity is most needed. In such 
circumstances, runways in the NE-SW and 
NNW-SSE directions are not needed. 


The development of the airport falls into 
three stages. The first was the three R.A.F. 
Tunways, a taxiway parallel to No. 1 run- 
way, temporary buildings between that taxiway 
and the Bath-road, and temporary hangars 
and workshop facilities in No. 1 mainten- 
ance area. Although no final limit can be set 
to the expansion of temporary buildings, 
Stage 1 was otherwise virtually completed 
in 1946. Much progress has already been 
made on stage II. This will provide a second 
Parallel runway system south of the Bath- 
toad, some development of the central 
terminal area, and completion of the main 
access tunnel between the central area and 
the Bath-road. It will also provide a sub- 


stantial development of permanent aircraft 
Maintenance facilities for the two British 
Tways Corporations in No. 1 maintenance 


area, together with some development of No. 
2 maintenance area for Foreign Airlines. 
Stage III visualises the addition of the 
divergent runways north of the Bath-road, 
the eventual development of a helicopter 
area, and such expansion of the terminal and 
maintenance facilities as the growth of traffic 
at the airport demands. 


The growth of the traffic to and from the 
airport is indicated in the following table: — 


SCHEDULED SERVICES AT LONDON AIRPORT 


Totals 1946* 1950 
Aircraft movements 3,783 24,989 
Passengers ... — 57,109 515,336 
Freight (long tons) 967 10,096 
Mail (long tons) 944 3,704 


* Information for 1946 relates to the period June- 
December only. 

By about 1960, the passenger traffic is 
expected to rise to about three to three and 
a half million passengers a year, involving in 
peak hours an aircraft arrival or departure 
once every minute. 


Future Development 

The main features of current and future 
development are briefly described below : — 

(a) Construction has started of the main 
access tunnel to connect the Bath-road with 
the central terminal area. The main portion 
of the tunnel will be 2,400 ft. long and 86 ft. 
wide and will contain two 20 ft. wide carriage 
ways and two cycle and pedestrian paths. 
Dividing walls will separate the carriage ways 
from each other and from the cycle and 
pedestrian paths. A roundabout at the north 
end of the tunnel will connect with two 
approach ramps, east and west. The eastern 
ramp will be added later when the central 
terminal area is in use and certain buildings 
in the existing terminal area along the Bath- 
road can be demolished. The tunnel system 
is designed to carry a peak flow of 2,000 
vehicles an hour in each direction excluding 


PLAN NEW BUILDINGS 
FOR EFFICIENCY— 


MODERNISE OLD ONES WITH 
KING SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HEN you specify sliding door gear, 

bear in mind the precision engineering 
that makes KING door gear so easy to 
operate through its long, trouble-free life. 
The ‘plus’ features that give it its silky- 
smooth action are the product of long 
experience. They have been proved in 
thousands of installations large and small. 
Find out more about the wide range and 
varied applications of KING door fittings 
—send for illustrated booklets and the 
name of your nearest stockist. 











KING 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET TO: 


KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS. 


GEO. W. 
. TEL.: HITCHIN 960 
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cycle traffic. The tunnel will pass under No. 
1 runway, and this runway will be tem- 
porarily cut to enable construction of the 
tunnel to proceed. It will be replaced by 
No. 5, its parallel twin nearly a mile away 
to the south. 


(b) Permanent hangar blocks for the two 
British Airways Corporations in No. 1 main- 
tenance area are under construction. The 
B.O.A.C. block will comprise four hangar 
“pens” each. Each “ pen” will be 300 ft. 
wide, 140 ft. deep and 45 ft. high and able 
to house two large aircraft of Stratocruiser 
size. Between the four “ pens ” will be multi- 
storey workshops, offices and stores. The 
B.E.A.C. block will consist of a double row, 
each of five hangar “ pens,” with workshops 
and offices at the back, separated by a central 
road. A main stores building will run across 
one end. The pens will be 180 ft. wide and 
110 ft. deep with doors opening 150 ft. by 
30 ft. high. These permanent hangar blocks 
will augment the eight temporary hangars 
already erected in No. 1 maintenance area 
for B.O.A.C. One permanent hangar has 
been erected in No. 2 maintenance area for 
Pan American World Airways. This is a 
single “ pen ” steel hangar capable of housing 
one Stratocruiser; it is 160 ft. wide, 122 ft. 
deep and 30 ft. high and incorporates a 20 ft. 
wide tail gate, 12 ft. high, to admit the fin and 
rudder system of the Stratocruiser. A three 
“pen” hangar constructed of aluminium 
alloy is also in course of erection in this 
area. Each hangar “pen” will be 150 ft. 
wide, 115 ft. deep with a clear door opening 
of 125 ft. by 30 ft. high. It is expected that 
the first “pen” will be completed by the 
spring or early summer of this year. 


(c) The main fuel installation of the air- 
port is to be constructed in No. 3 mainten- 
ance area. The initial development will 
include seven 250 ton tanks and 14 30 ft. by 
9 ft. tanks which will be shared by the two 
principal oil distributing companies. A 
special tunnel under the runways has been 
designed to carry pipe lines for the various 
grades of fuel directly into the central area 
from the storage tanks. 


(d) Design of some of the principal ter- 
minal buildings in the central area is in an 
advanced stage. It is expected that by 
1953-1954 the working capacity of the 
present temporary terminal area will be fully 
saturated. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 

* Design and Construction of Service Ducts ” 

The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
413, “Design and Construction of Ducts 
for Services.” This Code was previously 
issued, as a draft for comment, as Code 304. 
105, “Design and Construction of Pipe 
Ducts,” but it was decided to enlarge the 
scope to include ducts for all services besides 
pipes. The Code was revised before pub- 
lication by a Committee convened by the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers on 
behalf of the Council. 


Copies of the Code may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 24-28, 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, price 3s. 
post free, reference CP413(1951). : 


Building Documentation Report 


The report of the first general assembly 
of the International Council for Building 
Documentation, which was held in Paris 
from October 23-28, has now been issued 
by the Council from 33, rue Jean-Goujon, 
Paris-VIIle. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF 
APPRENTICESHIP 


L.M.B.A. President’s Appeal 


AN urgent call to the builders of London 
to mark the opening of the Festival of 
Britain by dedicating themselves afresh to 
the service of their industry was given by 
Mr. Dupb_ey F. Cox, president of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association, in a 
speech at a recent luncheon of the South- 
Eastern Area at Bromley. Mr. K. J. 
Pearce, chairman of the area, presided. 


“The opening of the Festival of Britain 
is a great occasion,” said Mr. Cox, “and 
one in which the building industry and our 
members have played a very considerable 
part. It marks the passing of a century 
since the Great Exhibition of 1851. And 
what a century that has been; what pro- 
gress; what development and, alas, what 
disaster and suffering that man has brought 
upon ‘himself. 


The Need for Training 

“With this in mind, let us look at our 
own occupation in this building trade of 
ours. Are we satisfied that, individually, 
we are doing for it all that we should? Let 
me take one matter alone—one that is very 
close to your hearts in the South-Eastern 
Area—namely, apprenticeship. The last 
century brought craftsmanship probably to 
as high a pitch as the trade has ever known. 
Times and tastes have changed; simplicity, 
even austerity, may be here to stay for years, 
but are we still giving our young men the 
training which they must have if we are to 
retain that high degree of skill which our 
trade demands and will continue to demand 
so long as there is a roof to be put on a 
building? 

“We have received much from the past. 
Are we handing on as much? Are we, 
individually, giving something to our great 
trade that is apart from our own private 
gain? Are we training our young men 
properly for their future — and for ours? 
Are we contributing to the organisation-of 
our trade, to its educational arrangements, 
to its welfare? Are we safeguarding the 
future of our great heritage that, in many 
cases, has come down to us over genera- 
tions? 


Advancing the Industry 

“Can we not take this year, this year of 
grace one thousand, nine hundred and 
fifty-one, as one in which each and all of 
us should decide to dedicate himself in some 
way to the advancement and betterment of 
our industry? Many of you do much now: 
I say to you, increase your effort; some of 
you do a little: I say to you, increase, 
double and treble your effort. And to all 
I would say, search your hearts and see if 
you are satisfied with your contribution to 
the well-being of your industry. 


“There is stirring to-day an_ ever- 
increasing realisation of the vital import- 
ance of apprentices to the future of our 
industry. I therefore take this opportunity 
of Festival Year to appeal to you indi- 
vidually and collectively to dedicate your- 
selves afresh to the service of our great 
industry. And there is no way in which 


you can give better proof of your earnest- 
ness than by supporting the ¢all to take the 
maximum number of apprentices who, in 
years to come, will be the bearers of the 
banner of true craftsmanship.” 


THE BUILDER 


LAW REPORT 


Successful Claim for “ Negligence ” 


KING’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE JONES 


S. H. W. Gill v. Atherton and Brenchley 


A CLAIM for damages arising over the 
~* building of a garage with a bedroom 
above concluded in the King’s Bench Divi- 
sion on May 3, before Mr. Justice Jones. 

Plaintiff was Mr. Stanley Henry Walter 
Gill, of Priory-crescent, Wembley, Middle- 
sex. and -he sued Messrs. Atherton and 
Brenchley, of Mansfield-street, Portland- 
place. W., architects and building consul- 
tants, alleging negligence. 

The case for Mr. Gill was that in 1946 he 
engaged defendants to prepare plans, specifi- 
cations, quantities, etc., for the building of 
the garage, and an additional bedroom above, 
at the side of his house. This was done and 
defendants were engaged to supervise the 
work of the contractors. Mr. Gill complained 
that the garage was wrongly sited and he 
was unable to drive his car in and out. The 
garage, in fact, was useless and would have 
to be rebuilt. 

The defence was a denial of the allegations. 


Mr. Justice Jones, giving judgment, said no 
evidence was called on behalf of defendants. 
Although they admitted negligence, it was not 
very bad negligence, but an error of judg- 
ment. (Defendants were asked to design the 
garage with a bedroom above. When the 
work was completed it was found impossible 
to get the car into the garage because of its 
position in relation to the drive-in. Mr. Gill 
was entitled to succeed. He had been put 
to a great deal of trouble, inconvenience and 
expense and would be awarded £337 19s. 6d. 
damages. 

Judgment was entered for plaintiff for this 
amount with costs. 


A stay of execution was granted pending 
consideration of an appeal. 














A NEW PARQUET FLOOR 


“THE 
WINDSOR 
FLOOR" 


Patent Number 544228 


@ SEASONED OAK 


© CHEAPER THAN ANY 
OTHER HARDWOOD FLOOR 


e AVAILABLE NOW 


SOLE AGENTS : 
ONSITE FLOORING CO. 
12, WIGMORE PLACE, LONDON, W.1 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Non-Ferrous Scrap Prices 

The Minister of Supply (Mr. George R, 
Strauss) has made a new Non-Ferrous Metals 
Order (the Non-Ferrous Metals Prices (No, 
4) Order, S.I. 1951, No. 773) which came 
into force on May 4 and consolidates earlier 
Orders, revises certain. prices of scrap, and 
provides for special prices for exceptional 
transactions, 


Boxboards from Canada and U.S.A. 


The Board of Trade announces that facili- 
ties will be given for the purchase during 
1951 of a limited quantity of boxboards from 
Canada and U.S.A. Applications (in dupli- 
cate) for Import Licence, accompanied b 
Consumer’s Licence (Form TC 3/8/CPL), 
should be addressed to the Board of Trade, 
Timber Control, Room 344, Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, London, W.C.1. 


Export of Iron and Steel Items 


Under an Order made by the Board of 
Trade, operating on and from May 14 
next, licences will be required in respect of 
the export to all destinations of additional 
forms of iron and steel, wire and strip of 
copper or copper alloy, fibre building board, 
and some forms of artificial silk yarn. 


Copper, Lead and Zinc: Forward Purchasing 


The Minister of Supply has standardised 
the arrangements for forward purchasing of 
copper, lead and zinc from the Directorate 
of Non-Ferrous Metals at Rugby. From 
May 2, consumers may buy, without pre- 
mium, their full quota for the current month, 
and may buy up to their current quota for 
delivery in the succeeding month. In the 
event of the quota being reduced before de- 
liveries for the succeeding month can be 
made, the actual deliveries by the Directorate 
of Non-ferrous metals will be restricted to 
the lower quota, any balance of purchases 
being carried forward at the price applying 
when the order was placed. No further 
forward purchases will be permitted for the 
time being. This change brings copper and 
zine into line with lead. 


PLUMBING APPRENTICES 


Further Education and Area Statistics 


AT A MEETING of the Plumbing Trades’ 
National Apprenticeship Council, held in 
London on March 21 Iast, the secretary 
reported on the developments in relation to 
further education in the plumbing industry 
and advised the Council that a new 
National Council had been established 
at an inaugural meeting held on February 
22. Officers of the new Council had been 
appointed as_ follows: Chairman, Mr. 
D. A. G. Reid; Vice-Chairman, Capt. R. H. 
Meadows; Secretary, Mr. A. E. Sooner; 
Treasurer, Mr. R. J. Audrey. 


Two sub-committees had been estab- 
lished; one to deal with syllabuses, and the 
other to deal with the rules and constitu- 
tion of ithe new Council and to give par- 
ticular consideration to the title of the 
Council. The Secretary’s report was 
accepted. 


Area Council statistic frms, minutes and 
reports were received, and it was noted that 
the number of new apprenticeships was 
being well-maintained. The statistic 1 
ports show that 1,514 apprentices were still 
in training, 1,460 had completed their trais- 
ing, 176 had their indentures cancelled, 
making the total number indentured 3,150. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Patent Office Library 

As from May 7 the Patent Office Library 
at 25, Southampton Buildings, Chancery- 
Jane, W.C.2, is open to the public from 
10 a.m. until 9 p.m., Mondays to Fridays 
inclusive. instead of closing at 6 p.m. 


Spring Golf Meeting 

The Building Alliance Golfing Society 
held a successful Spring meeting at Sunning- 
dale Golf Club on May 1. The prizewinners 
were as follows: Singles (senior): 1st, Leslie 
Warren, T. T. Reedy (scratch prize); 2nd, 
C. E. Hetherington, J. Kirkham (tie). Singles 
(junior): Ist, R. E. Beeson; 2nd, B. Butler. 
“Dyke Cup”: Leslie Warren. Four-ball 
medal foursomes: Ist, Leslie Warren and R. 
Bryant ; 2nd, C. MacKenzie and A. Stephen. 


Tynemouth Development Plan 

A limited number of copies of the develop- 
ment plan for the County Borough of Tyne- 
mouth, which was the first in the country to 
be approved under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, are now available for 
purchase in the form of a written statement, 
town map and programme map at an inclu- 
sive price of £1 1s. Od., and may be obtained 
from the borough surveyor, Mr. D. M. 
O’'Herlihy, B.Sc.(Eng.), MICE. 16, 
Northumberland-square, North Shields. 


1.Q.S. and Festival of Britain 

Among the arrangements being made by 
the Institute of Quantity Surveyors in con- 
nection with the Festival of Britain is an 
exhibition to be held at 98, Gloucester-place, 
W.l. It will be opened on June 2 and 
remain open until September 29 next. The 
exhibition will include many ‘fine books of 
architectural and topographical interest, and 
several old books on quantities, measuring 
and pricing. Admission will be by catalogue 
only, obtainable from the Institute of 
Quantity Surveyors, price 2s. (by post 
2s. 3d.). 


Bursaries for Building Students 

Three bursaries, each of £50 for three 
years, given by Herbert Daniel Exhi- 
bitions, Ltd., organisers of the recent Mid- 
lands building exhibition in Birmingham, 
have now been awarded by a committee of 
the Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Young apprentices or students 
in the building and allied trades or pro- 
fessions were invited to submit essays on 
their impressions of the exhibition. The 
three bursaries have been awarded to W. E. 
Bradbury (18), of Cannock, Staffs, an 
apprentice to a builders’ manager, David 
de Kretser (18), of Derby, a trainee quantity 
surveyor, and J. H. Perrigo (20), of Birming- 
ham, an assistant surveyor. : 


Site Film Shows for Operatives 

Wates, Ltd., have arranged for a series 
of dinner-time film shows to take place on 
sites on which the company are operating 
so that the operatives on these sites can be 
kept abreast of the latest developments in 
building techniques. The first of these shows 
took place on May 8 at the Denmark Hill 
site, where the company are erecting multi- 
storey flats for the Camberwell Borough 
Council. Some 150 operatives saw the 
M.O.W. film “ The Task Before the Building 
Industry”; full co-operation in this venture 
is being given by the Ministry’s film division 
and the Central Film Library are lending 
such films as “Proud City,” “Care and 
Maintenance of Building Plant,” and the 
safety film “ Watch Your Step!” 
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E.J.M.A. Meeting 

Among the matters discussed at a recent 
meeting of the Council of the English Join- 
ery Manufacturers’ Association (the Presi- 
dent, Mr. M. van Westerborg, in the chair) 
were: — Overdraft facilities for softwood, 
increased timber prices, the new specifica- 
tion for E.J.M.A. standard casement win- 
dows, and wages increases. The following 
firms were elected members: Woodworth 
Joinery, Ltd., Ernest Slater, Ltd., T. W. Bell, 
Ltd., Cygnet Joinery, Ltd. 


Conference on Education 


Intended to bring together informally 
those interested in education and training 
for and in the building industry, a widely 
representative regional conference will be 
held on June 30 at the Southampton 
Technical College under the chairmanship 
of Mr. E. R. Bowyer, president of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers and chairman of the Joint 
Advisory Committee for Civil Engineering 
and Building of the Southern Regional 
Council for Further Education. Discussions 
will be held on “‘ What the building industry 
wants from technical colleges” and “ The 
effectiveness of teaching.” 


L.C.C. FLATS HELD UP 
Effect of Stee! Shortage 


Mr. REGINALD STAMP, chairman of the 
L.C.C. Housing Committee, told the council 
on Tuesday that shortage of steel had stopped 
work on two schemes involving 242 flats, and 
on six other schemes (724 flats) work was 
seriously delayed for the same reason. In 
addition on three other schemes (347 flats) 
orders to start work had been issued but 
work had not begun owing to non-delivery 
of foundation steel. 

The matter was raised by Mr. HENRY 
BROOKE, M.P., the Conservative opposition 
leader, who went on to ask how long the 
completion of flats was being delayed by the 
steel shortage. Mr. STAMP said that comple- 
tion of schemes referred to was delayed by 
14 days to four months from this cause. The 
council’s cottage estates had not yet been 
affected. He added that to meet the difficulty 
the council had engaged in advance ordering 
and direct purchase, and the Ministers con- 
cerned had been asked to receive a deputa- 
tion from the council to discuss future steel 
supplies. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH STATION 


Scottish Laboratory Advisory Committee 


N advisory committee for the Scottish 
ig laboratory of the Building Research 
Station has been set up under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. Lockhart W. Hutson, O.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., F.R.IL.A.S. The committee will 
ensure that the work of the laboratory 
serves the special requirements of Scotland 
and also help to link it closely to the Scot- 
tish building industry. + 

Members of the advisory committee are : — 
Mr. J. Banks, O.B.E., M.I.C.E., of Messrs. 
Babtie, Shaw and Morton, Chartered -Civil 
Engineers; Mr. J. Austen Bent, A.R.LB.A., 
A.M.T.P.L., of the Scottish Special Housing 
Association, Ltd.; Mr. C. Brownlie, secre- 
tary of the Scottish Regional Council of the 


National Federation of Building Trade 
Operatives; Lt.-Col. Alexander Cullen, 
O.B.E., F.D., F.R.I.B.A., F.R.LCS., 
F.R.S.E.,  M.T.P.I., F.S.A.Scot., County 


Architect, County Council of Inverness; Mr. 
John Lawrence, managing director of Messrs. 
John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd. He is chair- 
man of the Scottish Housing Group; Mr. G. 
L. Orchard, F.R.I.C.S., past-president of the 
Scottish National Building. Trades Federa- 
tion (Employers); and Mr. W. H. Wylie, a 
director of Alexandra Transport Co., Ltd., 
manufacturers of building materials. 


The Department of Agriculture for Scot- 
land, the Department of Health for Scotland 
and the Scottish Office of the Ministry of 
Works are represented by assessors. 


The Scottish laboratory of the Building 
Research Station was set up at Thorntonhall, 
near Glasgow, in the latter half of 1949, to 
extend the scope of building research by 
studying conditions, materials and practice 
in Scotland and the North of England. It 
is responsible for making the knowledge and 
facilities of the Building Research Station 
more readily accessible to the building. in- 
dustry in these areas. Its programme of re- 
search includes the study of Scottish build- 
ing materials, such as clay and concrete 
bricks, limes, building sands and aggregates 
for concrete. The Scottish climate and its 
effect on building materials and forms of 
construction are also studied. 


FLOOR FINISHES FOR FACTORIES 
D.S.LR. Report 


‘* FLooR FINISHES FOR INDUSTRIAL BUILD- 
INGS,” National Building Studies Special 
Report No. 11, published by the Stationery 
Office for the D.S.I.R. (price 1s. 6d), deals 
with practically every kind of floor used in 
industry. Much of the information has 
never before been published, and _ the 
D.S.I.R. regard this as one of their most 
important publications. 


Floor finishes probably give rise to 
a greater diversity of problems in industrial 
buildings than any other single part of such 
buildings. Safety, resistance to wear and 
chemical attack are three obvious require- 
ments for floor finishes, but the report also 
considers less obvious factors such as the 
“tread” or “feel,” noise, and the effect of 
appearance. All types of industrial floor 
finishes are listed and their performances for 
a wide variety of uses are given. 


Change of Address 

The new address of the Regional Advisory 
Council for Higher Technological Educa- 
tion is Tavistock House South, Tavistock- 
square, W.C.1. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES regis- 
tered in England have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registration 
agents : 

Allied Building Craftsmen (Mayfair), Ltd. (493354.) 
Regd. Mar. 28, 16, Manchester-sq., Mayfair., W.1, 
public works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: H. M. Horton, 103, River Meads-ave., Twickenham, 
Middx. 

A. H. Robinson and Co., Ltd. (493247.) Regd. 
Mar. 28, 16, Manghester-sq., Mayfair, W.1, carpenters 
and joiners, etc. Nom. cap.: £600. Dirs.: A. _H. 
Robinson and Mrs. E. Robinson, 62, Burns-ave., N.W.10. 

Orchard aad Browning, Ltd. (493317.) Regd. Mar. 
28, Old Bury Hill Lodge, Westcott, Dorking, bldrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir.: R. H. A. 
Orchard. 

Major and Myhill, Ltd. (493407.) Regd. Mar. 29, 
The Hollies, High-st., Potters Bar, Middx.. bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. A. Major 
50, Well-rd., Barnet, Herts. 

Mark Martin and Sons, Ltd. (493408.) Regd. 
Mar. 29, 56, Meads-st., Eastbourne, bldrs., contractors, 


etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: E. C. Martin, 1, 
Downs-ct., Meads, Eastbourne. 
John Wade and Son (Builders), Ltd. (493:01.) Regd. 


Mar. 28. Nom. cap.: £3,500. Dirs.: J. E. Wade and 
Mrs. A. M. Wade, 34, Kensington-ter., Leeds. 


J. W. Harris (Maycroft Building Works), Ltd. 
(493216.) Regd. Mar. 27, Maycroft Bldg. Works, 
Mayfield, Sussex, bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap. 


£4,000. Dir.: J. W. Ha.ris, Roysden, Mayfield, Sussex. 

Cliff and Archer, Ltd. (493262.) Regd. Mar. 28> 
Florencia, Rolleston-rd., Burton-on-Trent, bidrs., bldg. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap. £2,000. Dir. : G. Cliff. 

Cox Miller and Co., Ltd. (493264.) Regd. Mar. 28, 
14, Montpelier Rise, N.W.11, bldrs., contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir. : G. Miller, 62, Harlesden- 
gdas., N.W.10. 

C. W. Pert and Son, Ltd. (493267.) Regd. Mar. 28, 
Church Gates, Ecclesall-rd., South, Sheffield. plumbing 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir. : C. W. Pert, 
150, Blair Athol-rd., Sheffield. 

Beil and Co. (Joiners), Ltd. (493182.) Regd. Mar. 27, 
8, Red Chapel-st., Heckmondwike, Yorks. Nom. cap. : 
£500. Dir. : J. Bell, 44, Marion-st., Brighouse. 

George Wright (Liverpool), Ltd. (493389.) Regd. 
Mar, 29, 11, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2, public works and genl. 
bidg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap. : £2,000. Dir. : G. P. 
Wright, Flat A, 17, Laurel-rd., Liverpool, 7. 

G. H. Keel and Son, Ltd. (493390.) Regd. Mar. 29, 
34, Goodnestone-rd., Sittingbourne, Kent, bidrs. Nom. 
cap. : £5,000. Dir. : G. R. Keel, 9, Goodnestone-rd., 
Sittingbourne. 

Harding (Ventnor), Ltd. (493393.) Regd. Mar. 29, 
165, High-st., Ventnor, I.W., bldr. and contractor. 
Nom.cap. : £1,000. Dirs. : F. W. H. Mills and Winifred 
M. Mills, Brooklyn, Wootton, I.W. 

Thorowgood (Builders), Ltd. (493428.) Regd. Mar. 29, 
Nuffield House, Piccadilly, W.1. Nom. cap. : £1,000. 
Dirs. : K. I. Thorowgood and Doris W. Thorowgood, 
Littlecroft, Upper-dr., Angmering-on-Sea Sussex. 

Warren Construction Co., Ltd. (493435.) Regd. 
Mar. 29, bldg. and civil engng contractor. Nom. cap. : 
£5,000. Dir. : J. B. Hall. 

Weeden and Shrimpton, Ltd. (493438.) Regd. Mar. 29, 
50, Kensington Church-st., W.8, bldrs. and decorators. 
Nom. cap. : £10,000. Dirs.: R. J. Weeden and Elsie 
J. C. Weeden, 61, Herbert-gdns., Willesden, N.W.10. 

F. W. Foster (Brixham), Ltd. (493474.) Regd. Mar. 30, 
Laitwood, Burton-st., Brixham, Devon, bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap. : £2,000. Dirs.: Mrs. L. E. 
Foster and F. W. Foster. 

H. Duckworth and Son, Ltd. (493489.) Regd. Mar. 30, 
190, St. Aidan’s-ave, Mill Hill, Blackburn, bidrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap. : £2,000. Dir. : J. Duckworth, 
190, St. Aidan’s-ave., Mill Hill, Blackburn. 

H. Randell and Son, Ltd. (493493.) Regd. Mar. 30, 
72, Webbs-rd., Battersea, S.W.11, bldr. and contractor. 
Nom. cap. : £2,000. Dirs.: Jessie C. Randell and 
D. H. G. Randell. 

G. H. Walker (Builders), Ltd. (493592.) Regd. Mar. 31, 
Fair View, High-st., Wombourne, nr. Wolverhampton, 
bidr. and contractor. Nom.cap. : £5,000. Dir. : Mrs. D. 
Walker. 

Green Brothers (Dore), Ltd. (493595.) Regd. Mar. 31, 
4, Causeway Head-rd., Dore, nr. Sheffield, bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap. : £4,000. Dir. : A. Green. 

H. Kemp and Sons (Shirley), Ltd. (493602.) Regd. 
Mar. 31, 65, Altyre Way, Beckenham, Kent, bidrs., 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dirs. : H. Kemp 
and Mrs. N. R. Kemp, 87, The Glade, Shirley, Croydon, 
Surrey. 

J. E. Carroll and Son, Ltd. (493608.) Regd. Mar. 31, 
Boundary Works, Moss-la., Romford, Essex, bldrs., 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap. : £3,000. Dir: & £. 
Carroll, Ardlui, Elm Grove, Hornchurch, Essex. 
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BRITISH STANDARDS 


Drawing Instruments 


A further British Standard has been issued 
in the series relating to drawing office equip- 
ment and materials: *B.S. 1709:1951, Nomen- 
clature of drawing instruments (price 2s.). 

The Standard gives names and descrip- 
tions of over 80 drawing instruments. Com- 
passes are dealt with first, these being divided 
into six classes, i.e., half sets, compasses, 
dividers, bows, bow half sets and spring 
bows, each of which is defined. 

The remaining instruments are subdivided 
into five classes, i.e., ruling pins, prickers, 
steel tracers, beam compasses and propor- 
tional dividers, a description of eaeh instru- 
ment being given. 

The scales most commonly appearing on 
proportional dividers are included in an 
appendix. 


Pipe Line Identification 

During the past 20 years three British 
Standards have been published dealing with 
the identification of piping, and certain 
anomalies have arisen. To remove these 
difficulties, and to co-ordinate requirements, 
a revised British Standard for Colour iden- 
tification of pipe lines, *B.S. 1710:1951 
(price 2s. 6d.), has been prepared. The 
Standard itself provides primary identifica- 
tion colours which indicate the class of 
content in pipe lines, these colours being 
applied along the length of the pipe or in 
broad rings, as desired. Detailed identifica- 
tion of the contents by narrow rings or 
letters and for certain special conditions, 
are covered in the appendices. 





* Copies of these Standards can be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, Sales Depart- 
ment, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 
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A French-made tower crane, the S.I.M. 


type D.s12. This crane has a maximum 
height under the hook of 88} ft., and will 
lift 4 ton at a radius of 394 1t. It rotates 
through 360 degrees, and is controlled 
either from the cabin aloft or at ground 
level. It is shown here in operation on a 
Battersea site of the Unit Construction 
Co., Ltd. 





TRADE NEWS 

Builders’ Change of Address 

The head office of Messrs. Galbraith 
Bros., Ltd., was transferred on May 8 to 61, 
Bartholomew-close, E.C.1 (telephone Mon- 
arch 7597). 
New Washing Cream 

Newton Chambers and Co., Ltd., Sheffield, 
have produced a new washing cream called 
“Zalpon.” It is the result of four years’ 
research and will, it is claimed, solve the 
problem of providing washing facilities in 
public cloakrooms without waste or pilfer- 
age. 
New Paiating Guides 

Reference charts which show at a glance 
the correct painting sequence for the majority 
of types of surface encountered in modern 
building practice are a feature of a new 
Robbialac Painting Specifications booklet, 
published by Jenson and Nicholson, Ltd., 
Jenson House, Carpenter’s-road, Stratford. 
E.15. Planned for the busy executive, need- 
less repetitions have been avoided and each 
description has been pruned to the funda- 
mentals of how to treat the surface and the 
type of finish required. 
New Drill-Hammer 

The Rawlplug Co., Ltd., Rawlplug House, 
Cromwell-road, London, S.W.7, have recently 
introduced an entirely new tool, the drill- 
hammer. This tool is an attachment for an 
electric drill which will convert it into a 
power hammer, making it possible for one 
tool to do two jobs. The driving end of 
the drill-hammer is provided with a 4-in. 
diameter shank and the weight is 24 lb. An 
automatic clutch is provided, which ensures, 
it is claimed, that the striking mechanism 
does not come into operation until the jumper 
is pressed against the masonry and ceases to 
operate immediately this pressure is relieved. 
This new development was on show on the 
company’s stand at the British Industries 
Fair, Castle Bromwich. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—The Kilmarnock Group of the Scottish Gas 
Board will erect at War-rd., Newton-on-Ayr, a new 
gas holder, at an estimated cost of £160,000 for 
which the engineer is Mr. Robert Fyfe, M. Inst.C.E 
Roverbank Gas Works, Kilmarnock. 

Fernegair.—Plans have to be prepared for new 
offices, also filling station, and storage department, 
etc., for which the architects are A. and W. G: 
Smith, 108, Carlisle-rd., Hamilton. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new water tower 
which is to be erected for the Corporation at 
Cranhill. ‘The architects and engineers are F. A. 


MacDonald and’ Partners, 3, Woodside-cres., Wood- 
lands-rd., Glasgow, W.C.2 
Glasgow.—Plans in hand for 36 flats in nine two- 


storey blocks which are to be erected at an esti- 


mated cost of £52,380. Architect is Mr. sArchibald 
J. Jury, PRIBA~ " Camporation Hous sing Offices, 
Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, ¥ 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions for Messrs. Holland & Hannen and 


Cubits pores Ltd., at Sherbrook-av. Architect 
is Mr. W. C. Bowe, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, 
8.W.1. 

Glasgow.—Corporation to erect 293 houses. for 


He the architect is Mr. Arehibald J. Jury, 
I.B.A., Council Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, 
The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C. 

Kilmarnock.—Plans in hand for new £60,000 
scheme for the South-West of Scotland Electricity 
Board, and new test house and other works, at 
Low ‘Glenc airn. The architect and engineer is Mr. 
J. H. Henderson, 62, Dalziel-dr., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for extensions 
to the Rolls Royee factory at Blantyre. The archi- 
tects are Messrs. Wilson, Hamilton and Wilson, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 153, Oxford-st., rbals, Glasgow, 8.1. 

Lanarkshire.—Large new factory is to be erected 
at the East Kilbride Industria] Estate for Rolls 
Royce, Lid., for which the architects are W. G. 
Phillips and Partners, F.R.I.B.A., 14, Conduit-st., 
London, 8.W.1. 

Newrains.—Plans to be prepared for small scheme 
of new houses for which the architects are Cullen, 
Lochhead and Brown, F.R.I.B.A., 119, Cadzow-st., 


- RUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. hose with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
a 


MAY 
*tPeterborough Police Authority. —Two pairs of 
houses. F. J. Smith, Architect and §., Town Hall, 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 4. 


__ MAY. 17. 

.*tHants C.C.—Hight police houses on five various 
sites. County A., Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. each. 

*tHereford R.D.C.—Erection of 50 Cornish Unit 
dwellings at two sites. R. A. Symonds, C., 21, 
East-st. 

*tisle of Ely C.C.—Headmaster’s houses, The 
Beaupre School, Outwell, nr. Wisbech. County 
Architect, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 11. 

*tSouthampton C.B.—War damage and mainten- 
ance repairs and additions to eon at Tech- 
nical College. Boro’ A. Dep. £ 

Tregaron R.D.C.—24 houses at Pontrhy dfendigaid. 
€., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 19, 
Glamorgan €.C.—Six houses at three sites. 
County Police Architects’ Dept., Police Head- 


quarters, Bridgend. 


2. 

*t Bradford 1.6.11)" two wings and boiler house 
at Technical i ; (2) two infants’ schools at 
Beery Hill and anterbury- -ave. City A., Town 
walling foo hie as eee of be getien, ae 

rooms at car par ey le slipper baths 
B.E. & &., The Castle. Dep. £2 2s. es 
tipswich ©.B.—New classrooms, assembly hall 
and lavatory accommodation at Sidegate- la. Primary 
i Johns & Slater (F. & A.), 32, Foundation-st:, 

Pswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 6. 

*tLincoin No. 3 Hospital Management Committee. 
Hospital block at Caistor Institution, Kelsey-rd. 
Secretary, Harmston Hall, Lincoln. Dep. £2. 


MAY 22. 
. *t Bristot City.—Alterations and_ extensions to 
ortway girls’ secondary school. J. Nelson Mere- 


dith (F.), City A., Eagle Hous se, Colston-ave. De 
£2 2s. Tenders by May 31. minty ‘a 
*tCumberland €.6.—New Grammar school, Work- 


ington. J. H. 7 j 
Carlicle. H. Haughan (F.), County Architect, 
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MAY 23. 
*+Norfolk E.C.—(a) Temporary _ timber- hutted 
room at Martham County Primary Sch.; (b) sani- 
tary improvements at Wicklewood County Primary 
Sch. Ed. Architect, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 
Stockport C.B.—Alterations 
steel-framed buildings at 


and extensions to 
Heaton-la. transport 


depot. Fairbrother, Hall & Hedges, architects, 2, 
Birley-st.. Blackpool. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Tonbridge U.D.C.—Adaptation of 24 concrete 


buildings to form 22 bungalows and 2 bath -houses. 
E, & &., Tonbridge Castle. Dep. 


£2 2 
Whittlesey U.D.C.—16 flats. Ruddle & Ww ilkinson, 


architects, Long Causeway, Peterborough. Dep. 
9 9% 
MAY ° 

*‘Dagenham Boro.—46 houses, Woodlands estate. 
B.E Dep. £2 2s 

Ware U.D.C.—25 and 2 houses in two contracts 
at Presdales estate E. & S., Tht Priory. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

*Wokingham T.C.—Seven garages, Norrey’s 
Barn estate. Eric G. V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., 


Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


M 5 
*Stretford T.C.—Five garages at the Highways 
Depot. B.S. Dep, £2 2s. 
Thirsk R.D.C.—11 houses at 
Sowerby. Needham, Thorp & White, 
High Petergate, York. Lapp £2 2s. 


Crofts Heads, 
architects, 6, 


*Aireborough U.D.0.. Block of 4 garages at 


Yeadon Haw estate. E. & S., Micklefield House, 
Rawdon, Leeds. Dep. £1 ls. 

*Bognor Regis U.D.C.—15 pairs of houses, Middle- 
ton-rd. site. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s 


Liverpool T.C.—Supply, erection and completion 
of single-storey steel-framed building nr. Lake 
Vyrnwy, Llanwddyn, Montgomeryshire. Water E., 
55, Dale-st., Liverpool. 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Merton and Morden U.D.C.—Repairs Improve- 
ments to huts at The Close, Bushey-rd., Raynes 
Park. Housing Manager, 118, Kingston-rd., 8 W.19. 

MAY 29. 

Cuckfield U.D.C.—Four pairs of houses at. Penn- 
cres., and one pair at WaShington-rd. S., Council 
Offices, ‘‘ Oaklands,” Haywards Heath. Dep. £1 1s. 

Hazel Grove and —"s U.D.C.—80 houses at 


Bosden Fold-rd (section 1). , The Council House. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
MAY 30. 

Heckmondwike U,D.C.—18 houses at Dale-la. 
estate. Council’s Surveyor, Council Offices. . Dep. 
£2 2s. 

MAY 31. 

*Berkshire C.C.—Adaptations at Sotwell Hil! 
House, Wallingford, for use as home for aged per- 
sons. County A., Wilton House, Parkside-rd., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Ealing Boro’.—76 flats, Northolt Grange. C. W. 


Seddon. B.E. &&. Dep. £2. 
Ellesmere U.D.C.—36 houses at Oswestry-rd. 
W. H_ Davis, Council’s Surveyor, 2, Willow-st., 
Eltesmere. Dep. £3 3s. 
*+Maidstone R.D.C.—Four flats and 18 houses. 
E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
JUNE i 


West Riding Standing Joint Committee.—12 pairs 


of police houses at various sites. County_A., 
** Bishopgarth,”  Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JUNE 2. 


Haslingden B.C.—Four houses and 20 flats in 
Churech-st. and eight flats in Bury-rd. B.E. & S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Northallerton and Romanby Joint Burial Com- 
mittee.—Crematorium adjoining burial ground. 
Clerk _“—-- Offices, 72, High-st. North, North- 
allerton. Dep. £2 2s. 











CORK FLOORING 
PARQUET 

WOOD BLOCK 
ASPHALTE TILES 
LATEX-CORK 
PLASTIC @:V¥.C.) 


WE HAVE A FLOORING FOR ALL 
TYPES OF BUILDINGS & USAGES. 


OUR NATION-WIDE SERVICE FOR 
LAYING THE ABOVE FLOORING 
ALSO EXTENDED THROUGH OUR 
ASSOCIATE FIRMS. 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 


Manufacturers and Importers 


8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: Sloane 4065/4021 
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*Stafford R.D.C.—(a) 42 houses at Hixon; (b) 


site services, etc. C., Council Offices, 7, St. Mary’s 
gr. Dep. £3 38. 
*Walthamstow T.C.—Sports pavilion at Higham 


ee ground. Boro’ A., Town Hall. “Dep. 
JUNE 

*Billericay U.D.C.—Two bloc -ks of 2-bedroom flats, 
7 pairs of houses and 3 blocks of 1-bedroom flats 
S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bradford T.C.—House ae garage at Bouthwaite, 
nr. Pateley Bridge. City A., Town Hall. 

“Ormskirk U.D.C.—40 houses at Scott estate. S.; 
Council Offices, Burscough-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rushden U.D.C.—Six flats at Windsor-rd., 
Queen-st. estate. E. & S., Council-bldgs. 

Wood Green B.C.—Repair of war damage at 

& 8 


Upper 


Refuse Destructor-bldgs., Western-rd. B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. ; 
JUNE 5. 

*Brighton C.B.—4 and 32 dwellings. North 
Brighton estate. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. each. 

JUNE 6. 


‘Southwick U.D.C.—32 houses at Ridgeway exten- 
sion housing site. E. & S.. Town ‘Hall: Dep. 


£2 2s. 
JUNE 7. 
C.c.—Primary 
Cymmer. Port Tatbot. L. R. 
Architect, Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Staines U.D.C.—80 maisonette 
rd., Laleham. E. & S. Dep. £5. 


school, Croeserw 
Gower (F.), County 


flats, 


*Glamorgan 


Kingston- 


JUNE 9. : 
*Stretford T.C.—Public slipper baths at Northum- 
land-rd. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 11. 
*Brighton C.B.—Prestressed concrete factory at 


Hollingbury Industrial Area. B.E. & S., 26-30,King’s- 
rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 12. 
*Reading C.B.—186 houses, Bath-rd. estate. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 18. 

*Wallasey C.B.—Reconstruction of lavatory block 

at Riverside school. Boro’ 
JULY 30. 

Boro.— Public 
T.C. Dep. £2 

NO DATE, 

Hedon T.C.—34 houses on Westlands housing 
estate. New-rd. Roper, Spencer & Hall, architects. 
Suffolk-chbrs., Scale-la., Hull. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Plymouth T.C.—12 flats and 9 maisonettes at 
Durnford-st. City A., Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 17. 
*+Preston C.B.—Heating and hot water installa- 
tion at Ribbleton Hall County Primary School. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £1 ls. 


*Whitehaven aa Lowther-st. 
Wik 


J. Browne, 


MAY 25. ; 
Middlesbrough C.B.—B.E. eee ) 
MAY 2 

*Merton and Morden U.D.C. ——— decorations 

to various buildings = open spaces. E. & S. 
UNE 1. 

*Cheshunt U. p.c.— Painting sewer vent columns 
and external of two blocks “of flats at Balmoral- 
close. E. & S. Dep. £2 each. 

JUNE 4. ; 

*Ormskirk U.D.C.—House fittings and sanitary 
ware. S. ‘ 


JUNE 
*Worcester City.—Redecoration of 10 schools. 
City E. & S., 22, Bridge-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 11. 


*Worthing T.C.—Electric wiring, etc., to approxi- 


mately 130 houses, South Farm housing estate. 
.E. 3 p. £3 3s. es 
*Worthing T.C.—Internal and external] painting 
of schools, B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 
JUNE 18. 
nee C.B.—Internal painting of schools 
7 JUNE 27. 


*Deptford B.C.—Internal decoration of houses 
and flats. B.E. & S.. Town Hall. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


MAY 16. 

*Rhondda U.D.C.—Roads and — at the 
Athletic Ground site, Llwynypia. C. Gingell (A.), 
— A., 13, Ystrap-rd., Pentre, Rhondda. Dep. 
2 ° 


MAY 18. 
Nottinghamshire C.C.—Making-up of various 
roads. County S., Shire Hall. Dep. £2. 
MAY 21. 


Finchley B.C.—Resurfacing and repairs to play- 
ground and paths at various schools. B.E. & &., 
294-296, Regent’s Park-rd. Dep. £2. 

MAY 23, 

Brighouse B.C.—Excavation, laying and jointing 
of cast-iron and steel water main. Arnold Brooke- 
bank, M.I.C.E., me engineer, 14, The 
Exchange, Bradford. Dep. £2 2s. 

Cardiff T.C.—Construction of perimeter-rd. at 
Heath estate. City S., City Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

. 
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MAY 24. 

Whiston R.D.C.—Making-up of Blackburn-dr. and 
Grange-ave., Halewood. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Delph-la., Whiston, nr. Prescot, Lancs. 

MAY 25 


East Kesteven R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works. Silcock & Simpson, consultant 
engineers, 10, Park-row, Leeds, 1. Dep. £5. 

MAY 26. 


Halifax C.B.—Construction of first part of road 
and sewers at Holmfield Industrial Estate. B.E., 
Crossley-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 28. 

Broadstairs and St. Peter’s U.D.C.—Roadworks 
on the Northdown Hill housing estate. E. & S., 
Pierremont Hall, Broadstairs. Dep. £2 2s. 

Mansfield Woodhouse U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. 
Oouncil’s Surveyor, Council Offices, Manor House. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Helens C.B.—Surfacing works to roads and 
footpaths at various housing sites. B.E. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Swadlincote U.D.C.—Roads and sewers (stage 1) 
at Hartshorne housing site. E. & S., Bank House, 
Midland-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 31. 

*Newbury R.D.C.—Roads and footpaths, North- 
field-rd.. Thatcham. Eric G. V. Hives (L.), 3, 
Cork-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 1. 

Morecambe and Heysham B,C.—Construction of 
«concrete pipe sewers. A. H. S. Waters, M.I.C.E., 
E. & S., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

West Kesteven R.D.C,—Provision and laying of 
iron pipe water mains at Gunby and Stainby. 


Elliott & Brown, consultant engineers, Stanley 
House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 
JUNE 4. 


Cirencester U.D.C.—Construction and maintenance 
of about 14 miles of concrete and iron pipe trunk 
sewer. Lemon & Blizard, consultant engineers, 
Lansdowne House, Southampton. Dep. £3 3s. 

Kidsgrove U,D.C.—Construction of foul and sur- 
face water Sewers and tarmacadam pitched roads. 
J. Lewis Bleazard, E., A. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 


JUNE 29. 
*Peterborough City.—Buildings for sewerage and 
sewage purification. J. D. & D. M. Watson, 


engineers, 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, London, S.W.L 


Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bloomsbury.—Rrpairs.—£5,000 repair scheme pro- 
posed at offices, 12, Bedford-sq., W.C.1, for Percy 
Lund, Humphries and Co., Ltd. Surveyors, 
Macleod and Partners, 21, Bedford-sq., W.C.1. 

Finsbury.—ReEINSTATEMENT.—War damage _rein- 
Statement to be carried out to factory and offices, 
Leonard-st., E.C.1, of R. and J. Hill, Ltd., costing 
about £50,000. Architects, Lewis and Hickey, 
A., 130, Regent-st., W.1. 

Finsbury.— WarEHOUSE.—Warehouse to be erected 
at Gee-st., E.C.1, for A. Beckman (Woollens), Ltd., 
‘89, Great Portland-st., W.1, at about £80,000. Archi- 
Pa E. Bullock, F.R.1.B.A., 35, Dorset-sq., 

Forest Gate.—ResvuiLpINc.—Rebuilding of shops, 
offices and garages at 37-39, High-rd. North, E.7, is 
proposed by Deans (Outfitters), Lid., 49, Barking- 
rd., E.16. Architect, T. E. Spencer, 81, Corbetts Tey- 
rd., Upminster, Essex. Quantity surveyor, A. 
Norman Woodward, 37, Deycourt-gdns., Upminster. 

Hammersmith.—_New Wine to ScHoot.—Hugh 
Minty and Partners, FF.R.I.B.A., Chantry House, 
Buckingham Palace-rd., S.W.1, have prepared plans 
for new wing at Wendell Park school and Ed. Com. 
approval has been given to the submitted design. 

Kingston.—F Lats anD Hovusrs.—Plans have been 
prepared by F. Barber, F.R.1.B.A., 3, Apple-market, 
for 6 flats and 6 houses, Richmond-rd. 

Kingston.—FLats anp Hovuses.—B. is consider- 
ing plans for 20 flats and 4 houses, Park-rd. Archi- 
tect, J. H. Nunn, 20, Fernside-rd., Winton, Bourne- 
mouth. 

Lambeth.—Scnoo..—Plans have been approved by 
L.C.C. Ed. Com. for war damage repairs and im- 
provements to Henry Fawcett county primary 
school at Vauxhall. Architects are Hugh Minty and 
Partners, FF.R.I.B.A., Chantry House, Buckingham 
Palace-rd., S.W.1. 

Lambeth. — Scnoot. — L.C.C. Ed. Com. have 
approved plans for erection of Elm Court special 
school at Norwood. Plans by Council’s Architects’ 


pt. 

Lambeth.—F.ats.—A large block of smal] flats for 
working women is to be built by Guiness Trust at 
Se ret EE §8.W. Architects, Armstrong and 
McManus, F.R.I.B.A., 19, Manchester-sq., W.1. 
Quantity surveyors, W. C. Inman and Partners, 7, 
New-sq., Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.2. 

Peckham.—ALTERATIONS.—Repairs and redecora- 
tions, etc., are to be made to premises at 36-38, 
Peckham-rd,, 8.E.5, for Fibre Case Co., Ltd. Archi- 
tects, Lewis Soloman & Sons, FF.R.1.B.A., 21, 
Bloomsbury-way, W.C.1. 

Poplar.—War DamaGe snp Extension.—Plans by 
Pite, Son and Fairweather, AA.R.I.B.A., 6, Queen 
Anne’s Gate, S.W.1, for war damage repairs and 
extension to Poplar Technical College have been 
approved by L.C.C. Ed. Com. 

.—F.Lats.—Housing Com. 
plans for 12 flats and 435 houses at St, 
Parish area. 


have approved 
John’s 
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‘*THE BUILDER”? PRICES 


INCREASES IN CEMENT AND ASBESTOS 
CEMENT 


As a result of increases in costs, particularly of 
Kraft paper, the Minister of Works has authorised 
an increase of 5s. 6d. per ton in the maximum selling 
prices of ordinary Portland and rapid-hardening 
cement in the U.K. Of this increase, 4s. per ton 
relates to non-returnable packages. 

The Minister has also authorised an increase of 
10 per cent in the maximum selling prices of asbestos 
cement building materials manufactured by Messrs. 
Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd. and Messrs. 
Tunnel Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd. , 

The increase for cement applies to despatches on 
and after April 18; for asbestos cement, on and after 
April 30. 











Southwark. — Resvuitpinc. — King Edward’s 
Hospital Fund for London, 10, Old Jewry, E.C.2, 
proposes to rebuild offices at 28-42, London Bridge, 
S.E.1, at about £100,000. Architect, J. S. Lacey, 
A.R.I.B.A., 1, Gower-st., W.C.1. 

Southwark — War DamMaGe AND IMPROVEMENTS. — 
L.C.C. Ed. Com. have approved plans for war 
damage repairs and improvements to Townsend-st. 


school. Plans by Council’s Architects’ Dept. ; 
Sutton. — Reconstruction. — Town planning 


approval has been given for reconstruction of Sutton 
Picture Theatre, Cheam-rd. Architects, E. Norman 
Bailey and Partners, Catherine House, Catherine- 
pl., S.W.1. 

Wandsworth. — F.ats.— Housing Com. have 
approved plans for 12 flats, York-rd. Plans by Boro’ 
Architect’s Dept. 


Wandsworth. — Fats. — Housin Com. have 
approved plans for 16 flats, Rashleigh-st. Plans by 
Boro’ Architect’s Dept. 

Wandsworth. — Fats. — Plans have been 


approved by Housing Com. for 12 flats, Himley-rd. 
Plans by Boro’ Architect’s Dept. mys 

Waterioo.— Extensions.—Extensions to Union Jack 
Club, Waterloo-rd., S.E.1, are contemplated to pro- 
vide accommodation for Service women. ‘Architect, 
R. Mountford Pigott, F.R.I.B.A., 3, Cromwell-rd., 
South Kensington, S8.W.7. ¢ 

West Ham.—Hovsine.—B.C. has appointed J. A. 
Burrell, F.R.LCS., 7, Gray’s Inn-sq., W.0.1, as 
quantity surveyor for current housing programme. 

Westminster.—Repatrs.—Repairs, etc., are to be 
carried out at 12-16, Grosvenor-gdns., S.W.1. 
tects, Aslan and Freeman, 9%, Lower Thames-st., 
5.0.3. 


4. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—R.D.C. to consider revised plans by 
Architect (T. J. Cahill), Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Aln- 
wick, for Felton housing site, including provision 
of terrace houses. 

shton-under-Lyne.—B.C. approved. plans for 
trubenising plant at Ryecroft Mill, Smith-st., for 
Littlewoods, Ltd.; showrooms and warehouse, Well- 
ington-st., Wood-st., for Ashton-under-Lyne Work- 
ing Men’s Co-operative Society, Ltd.—M.H. author- 
ised conversion of Summers Wing to orthopedic 
dept. at Infirmary, for Manchester Reg. Hospital 
Brd. Architect to Brd., T. Duffy. 

Berwick.—Northumberland €.C. to erect old 
people’s hostel, Tweedmouth, at £16,000. Cty. A., 
W. W. Tasker._ 

Birmingham.—E.C. prepared plans for grammar 
sch. at Garretts Green, Sheldon (1951-52 programme). 
City E., H. J. Manzoni. 


Boldon.—W. D. & R. Allison & Sons, builders, 
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Whitburn, to negotiate price with U.D.C. for x 
houses, Lizard-la. 


Brackley.—T.C. preparing plans for further 
houses to complete Waynflete-ay. 
Broadstairs.—Infants’ sch., for E.C., is to bg 


erected at est. cost of £37,000. Architect, W. R. H 
Gardner, F.R.I.B.A., 8, Cecil-sq., Margate. 

Chester.—R.D.C. approved plans for 12 houses 
Barrow. : 

Chippenham (Wilts).—Navy, Army and Air Force 
Institutes, Ruxley Towers, Claygate, Surrey, are to 
build a large club and hostel, costing about £75 09 
Architects, Messrs. Josephs, 10, Lowndes-sq., §.W1 

Coventry.—T.C. have leased site “Block O” 3j 
Broadgate to Chesham House (Regent-st.), Ltq 
for erection of a £500,000 hotel. Licence applied for’ 

Coventry.—B.C. _ instructed Z t ner. 
A.R.L.B.A., 5, Manor-rd., to prepare final layouy} 
plans for proposed Hall Farm housing estate, Stoke 
Aldermoor Neighbourhood Unit, comprising 675 
houses, flats, maisonettes, ete., with prim. and nur. 
a Schs., community centre, social club, garages 
ete. 

Dudiey.—T.C. approved 50 houses, Brewery Fields 
estate. 

Glam.—New pithead baths, canteens, cycle parks 
etc., are to be provided at Gelli and Glyncorrwg 
Collieries, by Nat. Miners’ Joint Welfare Couneij, 
Plans _by William Traylor, F.R.I.B.A., div. arehi- 
tect, Nat. Coal Brd. (South-Western Div.), Cam. 
brian-bldgs.. Mount Stuart-sq., Cardiff. 

Hapton (Lancs).—John Riley & Sons, Ltd., pro. 
pose erection of new contact plant for manufacture 
of sulphuric acid. 

Hereford.—T.C. recommended to approve layout 
for 72 aluminium bungalows, Putson estate. 

Hexham.—W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-t., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, are architects for 10 houses, 
Newbrough. 

Hyde.—B.C. approved plans for 12 houses, Marl- 
borough-rd. and Gloucester-rd., for F. Norgrove 
Sons. 

Ince.—B.E.A. received consent to erect power stn, 
at £13,000,000. Work to commence next month. 

Manchester.—Dunlops, Ltd., propose large new 
factory, Wythenshawe estate. Chief A. to company, 
Mr. Wilson. 

Middiesbrough.—Plans have been approved for 
proposed ambulance stn., Ayresome Green-la., for 

<. Architect, Crawford, Borough-rd., 
Middlesbrough.—Additions are proposed to shop 
premises, Linthorpe-rd., for Ross’s (Middlesbrough), 
Ltd., to plans by Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 
23, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough.—T. A. Crawford, 
Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, is architect for pro- 
posed alterations to optical factory, North-rd., for 
M. T. Durkin & Son.—Boro’ E. (¢ Kenyon) hag 
prepared plans for children’s home, Sandford-cl., 
and conversion of premises at Holgate into male 
dormitory, for T.C.—Garbutt. Archibald & Archi- 
bald, 23, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, have prepared 
plans for 12 houses, Heythrop-dr., for E, T, Sweet- 
ing & Son, Ltd., builders, Church-la., Middles- 
brough. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans have been approved 
for a factory, Brinkburn-st., for Walter Dix & Co. 
Architect, J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle. 
—A church of the Seventh Day Adventists Church is 
to be established in Rye Hill. Plans by E. Dietz, 
58, Lyndhurst-gr., Low Fell, Gateshead-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. to build branch_library, 
Binswood-av. Plans by R. Hand, City Property 
Surveyor, Town Hall.—T. Clements & Sons, con- 
tractors, Selborne-gdns., are to extend their works 
and build offices. Plans by Cackett, Burns Dick, & 
McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle—King’s Ool- 
lege, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, is to build an electrical 
engineering lab., College-rd. Plans by Architects 
Dept., King’s College—A police section station is 
to be built at Tower View, Benwell. Architect, G. 
Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Northumberland.—Curley & Edwards, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, have been appointed quantity surveyors 
by C.C. for proposed police houses at Widdrington 
Station, Stakeford, Willington-sq. and Coxlodge.— 
A. Davis & Partner, Newcastle, are quantity 
surveyors for similar houses at_West Denton, Bel- 
ford, Hexham and Walbottle.—Erection of new cly. 
mod. sch. at Prudhoe has been included in CC.’ 
building programme for this year. Est. cost, over 
£141,000.—Cty. Highways and Bridges Com. to Te 
construct Holborn Bridge. near Lowick, at £7,320. 
—Cty. E.C. intends building cty. prim. sch. be- 
tween Whitfield and Ninebanks.—Cty. A. to prepare 
plans for proposed Newburn Sec. Mod. Sc. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. | 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
{ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Barnsley.—Six houses at New Lodge estate, for 
B.C.: *i. Parkin & Sons, Barnsley, £10,538. 
Beadlam.—Modern primary school at Beadlam, 
North Riding. Architect, J. H. Napper, 56, Eldon- 
pl., Newcastle-upon-Tyne: *William Birch, York. 
Blackburn.—20 houses at Clarendon-rd. site and 
58 at Green-la. site, for T.C.: *John Laing & Son, 
Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle, £93,910. 
Cheltenham.—Restoration of the Pittville Pump 
Room. Robert W. Paterson, A.R.I.B.A.., architeds 
Diocesan Registry, Pitt-st.: *A, C. Billings 
Sons, Ltd., 54, Winchcombe-st. f 
Cleethorpes.—44 houses at Davenport-dr, site, for 
B.C.: *Wilkinson & Houghton, Ltd., Sidneyst. 
Cleethorpes. 
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Gosefey.—45 houses at Batmans-hill site, for 
U.D.C.: *K. E. Millard & Co., Ltd., New Wolver- 


Oldbury. 

factory, offices, etc., 
for Baker’s Joinery, 
architect, 99, Tal- 


ton-rd., Langley, 
a eenhalit. —Single- storey 
Hainault Industrial Estate, 
Lid. L. T. George, L.R.I.B.A., 


garth-rd., North Kensington, W.14: *M. F. Pratt, 
Ltd., 28, Nightingale-la., Wanstead, E.11. 

Denby Dale.—19 houses at Smithy-la. site, for 
UDS.: *T. W. Newton, Calder-gr., £33,563. 


Derby. —208 houses at Mackworth estate (Section 
B), for T.C.: tGeo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £256,244. 
Derby.—78 ‘flats at’ Mackworth estate, for T.C.: 
iGeo. Wimpey & Co., Lid., £90,769 

Doncaster.—10 shops and flats at Intake Estate, 
for B.C.: *Direct Labour. 

Doncaster.—28 houses on the Cantley estate, for 


cB. L. J. Tucker, A.R.I.B.A., Estates 8., 15, 
South-par., Doncaster: *Mr. J. 8. Pott, 6, Church- 
ja., Bessacarr, Doncas ster, £43,281. 
Dover.—16 flats at Wycherley- -cres., Buckland 
estate, for T.C.: *€. Jenner, Bouverie-rd., 
estone 
ne shire.—New oil plant buildings, new 


storage buildings and other works, at Dumfries for 
the Electricity gree Works. Mr, J. H. 
Henderson, M.I.E.E., architect, British Electrical 


Authority, South- West Division Offices, Broomhill, 
Glasgow, C.3. *Robinson and Davidson, Ltd., 
Dumfries. : cane 

Dundalk.—5l houses at Cas tletown, for U.D.C.: 
tMcKeown Bros., Dundalk, £69,4 

“ Easthourne.—Sthool, Woodgate- rd., for C.B. 
Boro’ Architect, Engineer & Surveyor, R. Williams. 
BSc., A.M.I.C.E.,, 4, Saffrons-rd., Eastbourne: *W. 
iewellya & Sons, Ltd., Cornfield-ter, Eastbourne, 
£35,65 


Eston. —Completion of 16 bungalows, for U.D.C. 
N.C. Harrison, $.: *Direct Labour (in place of con- 
tractors originally engaged). 


Fleetwood.—74 houses at West View estate, for 
T.C.: *Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Fleetwood. : 
police buildings in 


Gateshead.—Alterations to ) 
Swinburne-st., for T.C Chief Architect, H. 
Cook, Municipal- bldgs.: *Direct Labour, £6,120. 

Glouces 


ter.—16 houses at Quedgeley, for R.D.C.: 
*4. W. Cavers & Sons, Ltd., 7,559. 
Great Yarmouth.—Secondary technical school, 


Jackson (A), Schools Archi- 


leston, for C.B. 
por Philip Pank, 


tect, 15, Regent-st. ‘Quantities by 
ER - 


F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad-st. “Dl., 


London im ee , . £216,300 
R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton. “Norwich 214,664 
E. Moore & Son, Ltd., Great Yarmouth ... 207,722 


R. H. Carter & Son, Ltd., Great Yarmouth 203,985 
*H. A. Holmes & Sons, Itd., Gorleston ... 195,565 

Greenwich.—Block of three-floored shops ‘and 
- first section of Plumbridge-st. housing estate, 
for B.C. B. E. Brenchley, A. R.1.B. im... architect, 3, 
Mansfield-st., Portland-pl., W.1: *Clé arke, Barton & 
Co., Ltd., 37, Station-rd., Belmant, Surrey, £63,281. 

Hull—Slab concrete foundations for proposed 
block of shops and offices, Waterworks-st., King 
Rdward-st., Jameson-st. and Chapel-st., for Raven- 
self Properties, Ltd., London. Donald Hamilton, 
Wakeford & Se architects, 7, Connaught-pl., 
Paddington, W.2: *Yorkshire Hennebigue Contract: 
ing Co., Ltd., Viaduct Works, Kirkstall-rd., Leeds 
(total cost of building is estimated at £1, 000,000). 

Isle of Grain. —Main buildings, power station, ad- 
ministrative offices, laboratories, berthing and load- 
ing facilities, railway access and sidings, etc., to 
form new refinery, for Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., ‘Ltd. 
Ewbank & Partners, 15, Grosvenor-pl., S.W a and 
Sir William Halcrow & Partners, Alliance House, 
Caxton-st., S.W.1, consulting engineers. Farmer & 
Dark, FF.R.I.B.A., architects, Terminal House, 
Grosvenor-gdns., S.W.1: *Sir Robert McAlpine & 
Sons (London), Ltd., 80, Park-la., W. 

Kent.—Primary school, Mayplace- rd., Crayford, 
for EC. Braddock & Martin-Smith, A. & F.R.IB.A., 
East Gallery, St. John’s Church, St. John’s Wood, 
N.W.8, architects, in conjunction with S. H. Loweth, 
F.RI.B.A., County Architect, Springfield, Maid- 


stone. Dearle & Henderson, quantity surveyors, 
123, Victoria-st.. S.W.1. G. H. Buckle & Partners, 
consulting engineers. 2, Harrington-gdns., S.W.7: 
bi 2 Durrant & Son, Ltd., 282, High-st., 


Rochester. 

ilmarnock.— Erection of shops at the ‘ere 
District. Mr. N. S. Sutherland, F.LA.A. & B&., 
architect, Munic:pal-bldgs., The Cross, Kilmarnock. 
Various works, joinery, *J. Dickson & Co., Kilmar- 


nock, £3,320. ' Electrical fittings and installation, 
*Robert Neil, Kilmarnock, £702. P!umber work 
and sanitary engineers, *N. Maxwell, Kilmarnock, 
£1,524. Glazing and allied works, *George G. Kirk, 

Litd., Glasgow, £718. Plaster, lathing, tiling and 
allied works, *D. Scobie, Irvine, £1, 655. Roof 
covering work, *D. J. Walker, Ltd., Glasgow, £930. 


Heating engineering installations, *S. ‘Gibson & 
Son, £920. 


Lanarkshire.—Erec tion of semi-detached houses at 


Kelvin-dr., Bishopbriggs. *Messrs. Keir and 
Cawder, Lid., 109, Hope-st., Glasgow 
London.—Reinstatement of war damage at the 


Hoxton Market Christian Mission. Randolph P. 


Thomas, F.I.A.S., Surveyor, 46, Friern Watch-av., 
aoe N.12: *W. Martin (Finsbury), Ltd., 


London.—New proofing department, East Ham by- 


Pass road, E.6, for William Smith (Poplar), Ltd. 
Duthoit & Partners, architects, Boundary Lodge, 
High-st., Waltham Cross, Essex: *W. & C. French, 


Itd., Epping New-rd., Buckhurst Hiil. 
London. —Reinstatement of 1-2, Raymond-bldgs., 
Gray’s Inn, W.C 1, after war damage, for the Hon. 


works 
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sInn. J. R. MacDonald, F.R.LC.S., 
and Weatherall, Green & Smith, 22, Chancery-la., 
V.C.2, surveyors: *Trollope & Cols, Litd., 43, Great 
Queen: st., W.C.2 (cost about £50, 


Society of Gray’s 


L.c. C.—Provision of hutted classrooms at Sunny- 
hill-rd. county primary school, Wandswerth :— 
Woodcock Bros. (W imbledon), Ltd., 

Wimbledon ... sity att ae a . £6,914 
Triggs & Co., Ltd., Wandsworth ... ... 6,885 
Bridge Walker, Ltd., Lambeth ... . 6,242 
J. Garrett & Sons, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 68,026 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 5,585 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., ‘Wandsworth oe 5,507 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., Thornton Heath 5,474 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon ... oes .» 5,298 
Snelling & Rayment, Wandsworth : we | 5,aae 
Norman Wright (Builders), Ltd., Croydon ... 5,207 
John Harrison (London), Ltd.. Camberwell 5,165 


Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington 


F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... cc? Dae 
Howe & White, Ltd., Wallington 4,945 

“Greenaway & Son, Ltd., Camberwell w-» 4,922 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £5,010. 
L.c.C.—Completion of the extension to West- 


minster technical college :— 








Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd., Westminster £69,696 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster 69,480 
— & Hill, Ltd., L ambeth .. 68,77 
J. Garratt & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth . 68,403 
rs, Ltd., Westminster.. 68,268 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster 66,521 
La hard Costain, Ltd., Westminster ... 6,060 
H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- upon- 
chauaes ‘on fi ve .. 64,977 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington... ae ... 64,000 
Mansfield & Neil, Ltd., Minories, E.G. ... 63,646 
L. K. Sloggett, Ltd., Kens sington’ 2,836 
John Morgan (London), Ltd., Wes tminster 2.492 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth : a 77 
“W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham ... ae 9028 


The comparable estimate of the are hitects in 


private practice responsible for the work is £59,765 
he 


c.C.—frection of four blocks of flats and other 
Crawford-rd. site, Cambe rwell 
Ltd., Westminster.. 

(Contractors s), Ltd., 
Cheam ... 


x H. Smith (€ ‘roydon), Ltd., 
_ F. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswie 


on the 
tichard Costain, ‘ 
J. Gleeson “North 


Cc roydon 





in Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster ... 415 
Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 45,131 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., West- 
minster ; oid oe ; 44,398 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 43,962 
Gilbert-As h, Ltd., Westminster 43.867 
Kent & Sussex (Contractors), Ltd.. West- 
minster ei me ini as .. 43,16 
W. J. Simms, “Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 

Mar ster MA «« 44977 


T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 42,34 
“Aine comparable estimate of the director of hous- 
ing and valuer is £43,617. 
L.C.c.—Erection of Bow-rd. open-air school, 
Poplar :— 
William Nicholson & Son (Leeds), Litd., 
Pe fi lane, E.C.4 és sat £71,9% 
. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .... 71,231 
& J. Dean, Ltd., Leyton i : wes 70,500 
Mavefield & Neil, Ltd., Minories, E.C.3 70,069 











Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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Thomas Tierney & Co., Ltd., Poplar ... .. £69,809 
Mr. Boyd Gibbons, Forest Gate 69,702 
W. J. Cearns, Ltd., Stratford . 68,271 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn 67,274 
Lae Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood ... 67.104 
Mr. Charles R. Price, Is lington as 66,977 
The Demolition & Construction Co., Ltd., 

Westminster ... sai «.. 66,746 
C. P. Roberts & Co.. Bids “Holborn ... 66,579 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham.. 65,806 


The comparable ‘estimate of the architect in 
— practice responsible for the work is £66,895. 
L.C.C.—Repair and adaptation of Michael Hall, 
Leigham Cearl. rd., Streatham, for use by Clapham 
and Streatham Hill training college : -- 
4 R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad-st.-pl., 
sae ; 


BC2 ... as a ave ae a --- £65,510 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington ... 62,960 
Lavender McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park ... 62,395 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon ... a ... 62,340 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich : ... 61,664 
James Carmichael (Contractors),  Ltd., 

Wandsworth , ye sad «. 61,480 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., ” Kensington 61,127 
E. H. Smith *(Croydon), Ltd. ... a ... 60,821 
Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., Crayford 60,344 
Grace & Marsh, Ltd.. Waddon ... .-- 59,989 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 59,864 
Cc. P. Roberts & Son, Lid., Holborn ... .. 59,850 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 58,797 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 58,583 
“Truett & Steel, Ltd., Thornton Heath 57,718 

The comparable estimate of the architects in 


private practice responsible for the work is £59,000. 
G§London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
500 or over for the week ended April 28:— 

Dismantling and re-erection of bulk petrol installa- 


£ 


tions : Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., London, 
S.W.1. Civil engineering: Geo. Stow & Co., Ltd., 
Slough, Bucks. Building work: Y. J. Lovell ‘& Son, 
Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks; M. Jones & Sons 
(Bldrs.), Ltd., Maidenhead; A. M. Griffiths & Son, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton; M. J. Gleeson (Cttrs.), Ltd., 
Sheffield. Hutting: J. F. ‘Booth & Son, Banbury, 
Oxon. Painting work: Geo. Jones & Son (Cttrs.), 
Ltd., Liverpool 6; Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Ship- 
ley, Yorks. 


‘Hot water supply services : Ashwell & Nesbit, Ltd., 
Manchester 13. General maintenance work: James 
& Crockerell, Ltd., Durrington, Salisbury, Wilts; S. 


Cronin & Sons, Ltd., Warley, Brentwood; J.’ A. 
Bailey, Cheadle, Staffs; Carter & White (Bldrs.), 
Ltd., “Shepton Mallet, Som; R. Corben & Son, Ltd., 


Maids stone, Kent. Electrical wiring and airfield 
lighting services : James Scott & Co. (Electrical Engi- 
neers), Ltd., ‘Dunfermline. 

{London (M. 0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended April : 


eee: Willesden, Erection of branch post office, 
. H. Gaze & Son, Ltd., 19-23, High-st., Kingston- 
a ‘Thames. Bedfordshire : Clapham, nr. Bedford, 


Erection of 24 traditional houses, John Laing & Sons, 
Ltd., Mill ‘Hill, N.W.7. Buckinghamshire: D.WS. 
Hostel, Home Office, Bletchley Park, Alterations to 
huts, Betts & Faulkner, Ltd., 31, High- st., Stony 
Stratford. Dorsetshire: H.M. Prison Commission, 
Dorchester, Erection of 16 houses, Ricardo, Ltd., 


Fx neg grn., Dorchester. Essex: 2, Nicholas. 
par., Elm Park, Hornchurch, Erection of new branch 
post office, Hammond & Miles, Ltd., Scrafton-rd. 
Works, Ilford. Hampshire: General Post Office, 
Northeote-rd., Bournemouth, Construction of loading 
platform, George Shears & Sons, Ltd., Oxford-rd., 
Bournemouth; Head Post Office, Bournemouth, 
Alterations, C. W. Kingsbury & Son, Posttery-rd., 
Parkstone. 

Lanarkshire : Newhaven Industrial Estate, Adapta- 


tions to form post office stores, Bone, Connell & Bax- 
ters, Ltd., Netherton Works, Wishaw. Northamp- 
tonshire: A.T.E., Narrow- st., (Peterborough, New 
battery and power rooms, Clifford Jellings, L td. , 90, 
Cobden-st., Peterborough; Head Post Office, Peter- 
borough. Alterations, Clifford Jellings, Ltd., 90, Cob- 
den-st., ‘Peterborough. Surrey : 400-402, Greenwrythe- 
la., Carshalton, Alterations and adaptations, Flowett 
& Co., Ltd., 168, Merton High-st., S.W.19; Pembroke 
Lodge, Richmond Park, Adaptations to form restau- 
. Gostling (Builder), Ltd., 81, Whitton-rd., 
Twickenham. Wiltshire: Pauls Dene Estate, Site 
No. 2, Salisbury, Erection of 42 houses, Brazier & 
Son, Ltd., 33, ‘Portswood-rd., Southampton. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by W.D., 
week ended April 28 :— 

Mon : (Building, J. E. Evans & Co. (Cardiff, Ltd., 
Cardiff. Warwickshire: Re-sheeting, John Bowen & 
Sons, Lid., Birmingham. Breconshire : Miscellane- 
ous, ‘B. Jenkins & Sons, Brecon. Warwickshire : 
Painting, A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Shipley. Lanes: 
Roadwork, ‘Bituminous surfacing, Ltd., Manchester. 
Pembrokeshire : Pumping and purification plant, 
United Filters & Engineering, Ltd., London, S/W.15. 
Leicestershire : Miscellaneous, E. Sherriff (Rearsby), 

, Leicester. 

Lines: Miscellaneous, J. Holmes (Builders), Ltd., 
Doncaster. Cumberland: Miscellaneous, Cleghorn & 
Co., Ltd., Carlisle. Suffolk : Miscellaneous : Cubitt 
& Gotts, Ltd., Ipswich. Essex: Miscellaneous, E. A. 
Coryn & Son, Hornchurch. London: Miscellaneous, 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., London, §.W.16. Essex: 
Miscellaneous, H. Smith (Clacton), Ltd., Clacton-on- 
Sea. Sussex: Miscellaneous, Y. J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd., Horsham. Norfolk : Miscellaneous, W. J. Sea- 
man & Son, Ltd., Norwich. Hants: Miscellaneous, 
Lewood, Ltd., Camberley. Wilts : Miscellaneous, 
as ‘Dunning Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Andover. 
Oxon: Hardstandings, Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., 

Banbury. 


Berks : Building alterations, E. J. Logan (Putney), 
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Ltd., London, 8.W.15 Hants: Weatherproofing, tion 
Maurice Hill Construction Co., Ltd., Havant. Hen 
Lanarkshire : Building (¢ (Cor oncrete), ” Brydon Cons struc- — 
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& Building Co., Ltd., Kenyon-la., 
chester 
R.C. 


ee §=6M anchester ; 


Morecambe.- 


CONTINUES TO EXPAND “ieee ee Banksome-dr., 


County A., 
oa Bedlington, £197,893 (subject to approval 
of M.E.) 


Northwich.—Honuses at Leftwich es 
M E M B e R Ss H I - “W. 2 aro Ltd. Northwich (34) 


Altrincham (16). (Subject to M.H.) 


Notts.—Phase 11 of Beeston Roundhill Junior cot, for R.D.C. Beecher & Stamford,F. & A.R 
Girls’ School, for E,C.: *Horton & Son, Beeston, 14, Park End-st., Oxford. Quantities - iP J, 
£47, * i . 
Oxford.—Nurses’ quarters, lecture-room, etc., *Clayton Heath, Ltd., Boyne Works, Maidenhead, 
> | Wingfield-Morris Orthopedic Hospital, for Regional Berkshire (subject to M.O.L. G. & P. 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 pia. | “‘Risca. 


THE BUILDER 


Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Down : 


Miscellaneous, 


May 11, 


ry Cole, Newry; Rona J. Miskimmin & comprising engineering ‘and building b 


Ltd., Belfast. 


house, chimney, etc., with reinforced 
janchester.—Works for T.C.:—Repairs, altera- framework, barrel roo! and brick walls, 
tions and adaptations at Long Millgate premises, 


Manchester College of Teacl hers: *Moston Brick coln: *Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Glebe- rd., 


School, Chorlton-cum-Hardy : 


srt Edward Infirmary, Wigan: *W. . } 
stalfe & Sons, Seven Stars Bridge, Wigan, £31,083: Stafford.—22 houses at Gnosall, for 
modernisation of Ward 16 at Manchester Babies’ *Tideswell Bros., Stoke-on-Trent, £30,442. 
and Children’s Hospital. Monton: *F. Butterworth Stepney.—First stage of Sydney-rd. 


(Blackley), Ltd., Manchester, £11,042. 
ansfield.—Conversion of Abbott-rd. 


Collyhurst, Man- Hull (cost about £220,000). 
; alterations and adaptations to St. John’s | Seaton Valley. —Erection of 46 houses at  Seghit 

*A. Percival, Station, for U.D.C. TT. W. Burgess, S.: & J, 
alterations and adaptations at Dids- Glynn, Derby-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £61,( 24, 
bury Training College: *Wm. Thorpe 


A. Ronald Clark, A.R.I.B.A., County Offices, 


195} 


Scunthorpe.—First stage of new hechaical college, 
locks, boiler. 
concrete 
for EC. 
Lin. 
Stoneferry, 


& Son, Ltd., Sherburn, Co." Durham.—Faciory | extension tor 


Che ster-rd., Trafford Park, Manchester; 10 houses Messrs. Darham Industries, Ltd. Architects, 
we t Woodhouse Park and Moss Nook Neighbourhood: H. Gray & Partners, Camden-st., North Shields. 
“A, Wallwork & Co., Ltd., Salford; rebuilding two- *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, "Ltd., North- East 
storey cattle lairs at abattoir: *Wm. Gornall & Area Office, Howdon, Wallsend-on- Tyne. 
Sons, Ltd., ro Works cost, £60,000. pdcuthend-on-Sea. he See 5. BA R. G 
anchester.—Works for Regional Hospital Baxter C unicipa ate Clarence. 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH Board :—New nurses’ home at Manchester Victoria rd.: *Hosking & Son (Essex), Ltd., Rayleigh, 
Memorial Jewish Hospital: *W. Fearnley & Sons £27,948. 
(Salford), Ltd., Constance Works, Eccles New-rd., South Shields.—Erection of 118 houses at Simop. 


Salford. £54,662; twin operating theatres at Royal side, for T.C. John Reid, B.E.: *William Leech, 


J. Bicker- Ltd., Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £139,109, 


R.D.C.: 


housing 


Scheme, for B.C. Sydney a Sons & Partners, 


hostel, for architects, 115, Park-st., W.1 Gleeds, 


quantity 


*R. Kirk (Mansfield), Ltd., George-st., Mans- surveyors, 106, Regent-st., W.1: *A, E. Symes, Itd, 


£10,043 


£50.98 


etery, for B.C.: *Booth Tonge 


T.C.: *Heysham Building Co., 


la, C arpenters rd., Stratford, E.15 


(cost 


T.C.: ; -st., Mans- 
field, £10,043. a, : 

: Menai Bridge.—26 mapees eight flats. two shops £350,000; total cost of scheme estimated 
and six garages, for U.D.C.: *R. J. Burr, Angle- £1,100,000). 


Stockton-on-Tees.—Conversion of Lustr 

Middeton—E rection of crematorium at Boarshaw into domestic science centre, for T.C.. 
Cem & Co., Ltd., Labour. 

Middleton; 90 houses at Acresfield estate: *W. F Tarleton.—Erection of new R.C. School and Pres. 

Mitchell, Ltd., Ellesmere Park, Eccles, £105,571. bytery: *L. Yates & Co., Ltd., Ribble Bank Mills, 

-24 houses at Blackber ry Hall estate, Preston, £17,328. 

‘Ltd., Higher Tilbury.—Piling and main foundations 

sham, £32,189: 12 flats at Trumacar-la. estate: generating station, for British Electricity 

Morecambe, £10,756. ity (Eastern Division). Merz & McLellan, 32, Vie- 


rum Haj 
*Direct 


for new 


‘Author 


th.—Erection of six houses at Widdrington, toria-st., S.W.1, and Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners, 


Newcastle (Staffs).—Six houses at 


R.D.C.: *A. R. Robertson, East Park View, Queen ‘Anne’s Lodge, Broadway, S.W.1, 


AND IS THE LARGEST Diet 


¢ onsulting 


engineers: *Ho!loway Bros. (London), Ltd., Bridge 


pease Wharf, Millbank, S.W.1 _— (total cost 


B.C.: *H. Stubbs, Ltd., Newcastle, £8,0 £5,000,000). : : 
of ian for _ Todmorden.—48 houses at Harley Wood site, for 
technical college at Ashington. W. W. Tasker, B.C.: *E. Taylor & Co., Ltd., Littleborougn, 


Northumberland.—First instalment 


414 


Hosp.tal Board. R. Fielding Dodd 
architects, 21, Turl-st.: *E. Organ & Sons, Litd., @.P. School, for E.C.: *Alfred Robinson, 


& Loxley, Ltd., 106, a, rhe Teg 
—Four blocks of two houses each at North. 
Parry Morgan, 


Fontywain, Crosskeys. oO. 
aan & Sons,. Ltd., Risca 
€. Taverner, Ltd., Newport 
John Murray, Pontypool ... 


County ‘Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. W. £78,735. 
Tynemouth.—E rection of 54 _ houses 


for TC. 


D. M. O’herlihy, B.E., 16, Northumberland-sq,, 
at Leftwich estate, for U.D.C, North Shields: *Tynemouth & District Master 


; *Kemps, Ltd., Builders’ Federation. 


Wallingford.—78 flats, Newlands hous:ng site, Did. 


Ridge, F.RICS,, 2 Beaumont-st., 


1.B.A., 
Oxford: 


approval). 


& Stevens, West Riding.—FHrection of Brighouse Crow Nest 


Ltd., 








= Cowley-rd., £13,060. ; TdYe, Bradford. 
xford.—Extension of undergraduates’ accommo- 
ENROL NOW dation, St. Peter’s Hall, for rag gue ak R. Field- 

ing Dodd*& Stevens, architects, Turl-st.: *Ben- 


. £14,005 
13,811 
12,929 











Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





WOOD BLOCK | sts. 


FLOORS 


Telegrams: “ EFEMBE, Holb, London” STEVENS & ADAMS 


Victoria Works, 


Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


LTD. SMARTS LANE 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


S.W.18 TEL: LOUGHTON 295 






































"Building Contractors 
Satine Works, _ Falosibaoaani 
James Sk, 


Waterloo 5474 


(Siines) 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


ANNOUNCE 


THAT OWING TO EXPIRATION OF LEASE 
THE HEAD OFFICE oF THE COMPANY 
Is NOW 
51, BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON a os E.C.l 
Tel.: MONarch 7597 (2 lines) 
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